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Cel je’s most famous landmark 
and many people’s choice for best 
castle in Slovenia, there was little 
debate over what to feature on the 
cover of our first issue of Celje In 
Your Pocket. Dating back to the 
12th century, the castle has seen 
the rise and fall of countless region-
al powers, including that of city’s 
most storied family, the Counts of 
Celje. Today is attracts over 70,000 

visitors a year, and hosts numerous events, such as 
the summer-long medieval festival Living History. Read 
more about Celje’s castle on page XX.

Cover story
In Your Pocket is once again set to break new 
ground, this time going Dutch with a move into the 
Netherlands. The first issue of ’s-Hertogenbosch 
(Den Bosch) In Your Pocket is currently in the latter 
stages of preparation, and will appear in the first half 
of 2010. Also due out in May 2010 from Kosovo is 
the brand new Prizren In Your Pocket, a splendid 
guide to the city and surrounding mountains produ-
ced in collaboration with a local NGO. Keep up with 
all In Your Pocket news and events and become 
a fan on Facebook (facebook.com/inyourpocket) 
and follow us on Twitter (twitter.com/inyourpocket). 
We welcome enquiries from anyone who’d like to 
start up an In Your Pocket franchise. Send us an 
email requesting more information to publisher@
inyourpocket.com

Europe In Your Pocket Arriving by bus 
Compared to the city’s small but aesthetically pleasing mid-
19th century railway station a few blocks south, Celje’s main 
bus depot is, quite frankly, something of an eyesore. Of course 
if you’re relying solely on public transport you’ll have to spend 
some time here if you want to visit any of the nearby towns 
and villages not serviced by trains - which is to say, most of 
them. On the plus side, the station is within walking distance 
of pretty much anywhere you’ll want to go (in fact it’s right 
across the street from Celje’s recently opened and highly 
recommended MCC Hostel), and also is one of the only places 
in town where you can find food around the clock.

Bus Station B-1, Aškerčeva 20, tel. (+386) 3 425 34 
00, www.izletnik.si.

Arriving by car  
If you’re coming from the direction of either Ljubljana or Maribor, 
getting to Celje just means following Slovenia’s main A1 motor-
way until you see the exit for Celje (Centre). The exit puts you a 
couple of kilometres north of the city centre, but the directions 
are well-signposted so you shouldn’t have any trouble following 
Mariborska Cesta into town. Celje lies roughly 80km from the 
capital, and the drive should take something less than an hour, 
while Maribor is only 40 minutes or so away.

Arriving by plane 
Although Celje has no international airport of its own, there are 
three located within 120km of the city - in Ljubljana (90km), Graz 
(110km) and Zagreb (120km) - all which are well-connected 
to the rest of Europe. If you’re travelling by public transport, 
Ljubljana’s Jože Pučnik Airport will likely be the easiest to reach 
due to the frequency of rail and bus connections.

Ljubljana Airport (Letališče Jožeta Pučnika) 
Zgornji Brnik 130a, tel. (+386) 42 06 10 00, fax (+386) 
42 02 12 20, info@lju-airport.si, www.lju-airport.si.

Taxi Bučko Krpanova 3, tel. (+386) 31 490 810.
Taxi Radio Krekov Trg 3, tel. (+386) 3 548 33 
00.
Taxi Sara 6 Na Otoku, tel. (+386) 40 532 832.
Taxi Simby Kersnikova 52, tel. (+386) 31 205 
060.

Taxis

Arriving by train 
Located on Slovenia’s major East-West railway line, Celje sees 
more traffic and thus offers more frequent connections than you 
would find on a less opportunely placed city. That said, train 
travel in Slovenia, especially when coming and going further 
south in the Balkans, is not comparable in terms of speed 
with that in larger (and flatter) countries - although the scenic 
views are often more than enough to make up for it. A trip to 
the capital Ljubljana takes anywhere between one hour and 
an hour and 45 minutes, with the faster trains costing notice-
ably more. In the other direction, a train to Slovenia’s second 
largest city, Maribor, takes between 45 minutes and one hour. 
For the short trip to nearby Laško, trains are far more frequent 
than buses and take only 10 minutes. The station itself has 
sufficient, if not overwhelmingly luxurious or vast, facilities, and 
is conveniently positioned across the street from the old town, 
within easy walking distance of most hotels and restaurants. 
Aside from the ticket office (open 05:00-21:00 Mon-Fri, 06:00-
21:00 Sat-Sun) and a small railway information desk (open 
06:00-17:30 Friday to Saturday), there are a handful of self-
service lockers, a couple vending machines and the requisite 
railway station coffee bar. If you find yourself stick waiting for 
a train during the wee hours, your best bet for a bite to eat is 
a few blocks north at the main bus station.

Railway Station B-2, Krekov Trg 1, tel. (+386) 3 293 
33 156, www.slo-zeleznice.si.

Most of the old town is pedestrian only

Departures from Celje
City                      Mon-Fri                   Sat          Sun       
Dobrna 04:00, 06:30, 07:25, 

08:25, 09:25, 10:25,  
11:25, 12:00, 12:25, 
13:25, 14:25, 15:25, 
16:42, 18:27

10:27
14:27

08:25

Laško 05:45, 08:10, 10:10, 
12:10, 14:10, 15:10, 
16:10, 19:25 

05:45 
08:10 
10:10 
12:10 
14:10

04:50

Ljubljana 04:50, 05:45, 08:10, 
08:20, 08:50, 10:00, 
12:45, 15:10, 18:10

04:50 
08:20 
08:50

04:50, 08:20, 
08:50, 15:10, 
18:10

Maribor 05:20, 06:15, 13:10, 
13:50, 18:55

13:12 
18:55

13:10, 18:55, 
21:59

Bus schedule

From Celje To Celje
First Last City First Last *
06:33 21:42 BELGRADE 05:45 21:40 3-4
06:50 14:28 BUDAPEST 07:10 14:11 4-6
07:59 22:07 KOPER 05:23 19:12 3-5
04:41 22:07 LAŠKO 05:15 23:50 16-27
04:41 22:07 LJUBLJANA 01:59 22:25 20-28
05:25 00:01 MARIBOR 03:40 22:20 21-32
05:45 22:07 MUNICH 05:52 23:40 5
06:50 00:01 VIENNA 08:03 22:58 7-8
06:33 21:42 ZAGREB 05:00 21:15 7-9
Most trains run less frequently on Sundays. Schedule valid 
until 11 December 2010. * Trains per day.

Train schedule

A quaint central European town that proudly celebrates its 
long turbulent history and rich cultural heritage, with 50,000 
inhabitants Celje is the third largest city in Slovenia and an 
increasingly popular destination for both domestic and 
international tourists. Over the past two millennia the city 
has seen its fair share of ups and downs. After becoming 
a boom town during Roman times, it was virtually absent 
from the historical record until the 12th century, and then a 
regional powerhouse under the rule of the ill-fated Counts 
of Celje (p 10), only to take an historical backseat again 
until its re-emergence during the 20th century. Nowadays 
the city manages to perfectly blend its laid-back provincial 
spirit and wealth of cultural sights and activities, with modern 
development and an ample selection of hotels (p 14), 
restaurants (p 15) and shopping centres (p 26), as well as 
a flourishing arts scene and active nightlife (p 19).

The surrounding municipalities of Laško (p 28), Dobrna 
(p 38), Vojnik (p 44) and Štore (p 47) all compliment their 
larger neighbour with unique and varied attractions of their 
own. From world-class health resorts and spas to charming 
tourist farms and idyllic hilltop villages, the region is brimming 
possibilities for visitors. Located less than an hour’s drive 
from the capital Ljubljana, Celje and its surroundings are a 
weekend away just waiting to happen!



� BAsiCs

Celje In Your Pocket celje.inyourpocket.com

�BAsiCs

May - November 2010celje.inyourpocket.com

Population
Slovenia 2,019,406 (2007)
Celje 50,039 (2008)

Area
20,273 square kilometres

Ethnic composition
Slovenian 83%
Former Yugoslav minorities 5.3%
Hungarian, Albanian, Roma, Italian and others 2.8%

Official languages
Slovenian
Italian
Hungarian

Local time
Central European (GMT + 1hr)

Longest river
Sava (221km in Slovenia)

Highest mountain
Triglav 2,864m.

Borders
Austria 318km
Italy 280km
Hungary 102km
Croatia 670km

Basic data
1, 2 January New Year 
8 February Slovenian Day of Culture
March- April Easter
7th Sunday after Easter Pentecost 
27 April Uprising Day
1, 2 May Labour Day 
25 June National Day 
15 August Assumption
31 October Reformation Day 
1 November All Souls’ Day 
25 December Christmas 
26 December Independence Day

National Holidays

Vinjeta www.dars.si. Slovenia re-
quires all motor vehicles travelling on 
Slovenian highways to have a vinjeta 
(veen-yeh-tah) sticker. This system 
exists in lieu of tolls, and the vinjeta 
can be easily obtained at nearly all 
gas stations and kiosks.

Yearly/monthly/weekly stickers are €95/30/15 for cars 
and yearly/half-yearly/weekly ones are €47.50/25/7.50 
for motorcycles. Also be aware that border police will 
likely not remind you to purchase a vinjeta when entering 
the country, but are highly likely to issue you a steep fine 
when leaving if you’ve failed to do so. For more info check 
www.dars.si.

Vinjeta - A Ticket to Drive

Drinking
Alcohol is only sold to people over 18, and after 21:00 it 
cannot be bought in stores.

Driving
The speed limit is 50km/hr in built-up areas, 90-
100km/hr on main roads, 130km/hr on highways. 
Cars must use headlights at all times and must have a 
spare wheel, warning triangle, spare lightbulb, first aid 
kit and, in winter, either snow chains or winter tyres. 
The alcohol limit is 0.05%. The traffic information 
centre has road webcams and maps of current traffic 
problems at www.promet.si.

Electricity
Like most European countries, Slovenia’s voltage is 220 
volts AC, 50 Hz, and the country uses European two-pin 
plugs.

Money
Slovenia adopted the euro in January 2007. Euro coins come 
in denominations of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50 cents, 1 and 2 
euros, while banknotes come in 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200 
and 500 euros. The Slovenian side of the euro coins are 
decorated with among other things storks, Mount Triglav, 
Lippizaner horses, a man sowing stars and a Jože Plečnik 
design.

Politics
The Republic of Slovenia is a parliamentary democracy. 
The president, Dr DaniloTürk, was elected in 2007. Borut 
Pahor has been the prime minister since 2008. The next 
parliamentary elections will be in September 2012. The 
government consists of the PM and 15 ministers, of which 
two are without portfolio.

Smoking
Cigarettes can’t be sold to people under 18. Slovenia recently 
banned smoking from public indoor spaces except in special 
smoking areas in offices, hotels and bars. 

Tipping
It’s not traditional to tip in Slovenia, though a reward of about 10% 
for good service in a restaurant or bar is always appreciated.

Visas
Many foreigners simply need a passport or ID card to enter 
Slovenia. Those requiring a visa will be able to travel freely 
between the Schengen-agreement countries for a limited 
amount of time, usually 90 days. Always check these details 
with a Slovenian embassy or consulate. Further information 
can be found at www.mzz.gov.si.

Compared to the rest of Western and Central Europe, 
prices in Slovenia are still fairly competitive despite 
noticeable increases since the introduction of the Euro 
in 2007. Here are some typical everyday products and 
prices: 

Product        Price
McDonald’s Big Mac €2.40
Slice of pizza  €1.80
Slice of burek  €2.00
Cup of coffee  €1.10
Bottle of name brand vodka  €12.50
Decent bottle of local wine  €3.50
Bottle of local beer in a shop  €0.90
Pint of beer in a pub  €2.40
Pack of cigarettes  €2.50
Single bus ride  €1.00
Movie ticket  €4.90
Postcard  €0.30
Litre of petrol  €1.10
Taxi ride across town  €5.00
Fine for parking illegally   €40

Market values

1 EUR € = 1.25 US$ = 0.80 UK£ = 1.40 CHF                  
      = 1.40 AU$ = 93 ¥ = 7.50 ZAR

(14 May, 2010)

Exchange rates

Welcome to Celje!

20

10

0

30

-10

J-20

Temperature, °C

50

170

110

80

140

F M A M J J A OS DN

Rainfall, mm

M A M J J A OS DN

Climate
The town of Celje is 
an enchanting city 
that attracts more 
and more tourists 
every year. Celje and 
the nearby towns of 
Laško, Štore, Vojnik 
and Dobrna com-
prise a l i vely spa 
destination with the 
resorts Terme Do-
brna and Thermana 
Laško offering beau-
tiful countryside and 
nature for relaxing 
and enjoyable holi-
days. I assure that 
you will be charmed 
by our magnificent 

cultural heritage, tourist farms and city surroundings. 
Do not be shy about chatting with our residents and feel 
free to explore our friendly atmosphere.
 
Welcome to our region of Celje, Laško, Štore, Vojnik 
and Dobrna!

          Bojan Šrot, 
Mayor of Celje

A Word From Our Mayor

Religion
Although Slovenians are traditionally Roman Catholic, the 
most recent Eurobarometer Poll in 2005 found that only 37% 
of the population believe in a god, with 16% atheists and the 
rest of them believing in ‘something’.
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Slovenians usually leave out the word for street in 
conversation, so while your destination may officially 
be called ‘Poljanska ulica’, you can survive by just saying 
Poljanska

Avtocesta (aw-toh-ses-tah)  Highway
Cesta (tses-tah)  Boulevard
Most (mohst)  Bridge
Nabrežje (nah-breh-dgee-eh)  Embankment
Trg (teh-rg)  Square
Ulica (oo-leet-sah)  Street

Street smarts

Slovene is a Southern Slavic language with a 25-letter 
alphabet. It is closely related to Serbian and Croatian, 
and also shares many words with other Slavic languages. 
Although some words and letter combinations may appear 
unpronounceable at first glance, Slovene is actually a fairly 
phonetic language with very few irregularities - although 
the letters L and V can do some strange things depending 
on their position in a word. Luckily, most Slovenes speak 
either English, Italian or German embarrassingly well, 
so chances are you won’t have to worry about any com-
munication problems. However, as with most countries, 
attempting to use a little bit of the local language can go 
a long way towards winning over your hosts. Even the odd 
‘hvala’ and ‘prosim’ won’t go unnoticed. 

Pronunciation
c - as in pizza
e - as in egg
g - as in go
j - like y in yogurt 

č - like c in cello 
š - like sh in ship
ž - like s in pleasure

Basics
Do you speak English? - Govorite angleško (Goh-voh- REE-tay 
Ahn-GLESH-ko) ?
I don’t understand - Ne razumem (Nuh ra-ZOO-mehm)
Where is the toilet? WC? - Kje je stranišče (Key-yay strahn-
EESH-chay) ? WC (Vay-tsay)? 
Good Morning - Dobro Jutro (DOH-broh YOO- troh)
Good Day - Dober Dan (DOH-behr Dahn)
Good Night - Lahko noč (Lah-koh noh-ch)
Yes - Ja (Yah)
No - Ne (Nay)
Hello - Živjo (Jeeve-yoh)
Thank you - Hvala (HVAL-a)
Please - Prosim (PRO-seem)
Excuse me/Sorry – Oprostite (Oh-PROS-tee-tay)
Pardon me (asking for help) – Prosim (pro-SEEM) 
My name is....- Jaz sem (Yahz sem) ...
I am from... - Jaz sem iz (Yahz sem iz)...

Days
Monday - ponedeljek (POH-nuh-dehl-yek)
Tuesday - torek (TOR-ek)
Wednesday - sreda (Sray-dah)
Thursday - četrtek (chuh-TUR-tuck)
Friday - petek (peh-tuck)
Saturday - sobota (soh-BOH-tah)
Sunday - nedelja (nuh-DEHL-yah)

Questions
Who? - Kdo?(K-doh)
What? - Kaj?(Kai)
Where? - Kje ? (Key-yay)
When? - Kdaj (K-dai)
How much does it cost? - Koliko stane (KOH-lee-koh STAH-neh)?

Places
Croatia - Hrvaška (Hurr-VASH-ka)
England - Anglija (Ahn-glee-yah)
Germany - Nemčija (Nem-CHEE-yah)
Hungary - Madžarska (Mad-jar-skah)
Ireland - Irska (Ear-skah)
Netherlands - Nizozemska (NEE-zo-zem-skah)
Scotland - Škotska (Shkot-skah)
Venice - Benetke (Behn-et-keh)
Vienna - Dunaj (Doo-nigh)

Signs
Open - odprto (Ohd-PURT-oh)
Closed - zaprto (Zah- PURT-oh)

Entrance - vhod (oo-hod)
Exit - izhod (eez-hod)
Push – rini (ree-nee)
Pull – vleci (oo-LETS-ee)

Travelling
Bus - avtobus (OW-toh-booze)
Train - vlak (v-LOCK)
I am looking for.... - Iščem (EESH-chem) ...
One ticket, please - Eno vstopnico, prosim (Eh-noh oo-stop-
NEETZ-oh pro- SEEM)

Times
Now - zdaj (z-dai)
Later - kasneje (kaz-NAY-yeh)
Today - danes (dahn-es)
Tomorrow - jutri (yoo-tree)
Yesterday - včeraj (oo-cheh-ray)
In the morning - zjutraj (z-YOO-try)
In the afternoon - popoldne (poh-POLD-neh)
In the evening - zvečer (z-veh-chehr)
At night - ponoči (poh-NOH-chee)

Bar Talk 
One coffee, please - Eno kavo prosim (EH-noh KAH-voh 
pro-SEEM)
One beer, please - (Name of beer), prosim (pro-SEEM) 
Cheers! - Na zdravje (Nah zuh-DRAW-wee-ay)!
What’s going on? - Kaj dogaja? (kai DO-ga-ya)
Let’s party! - Žurajmo! (zhur-AI-mo) 
You have beautiful eyes - Imate lepe oči (EE-mah-tay leh-
peh oh-chee)
You’re hot - Si lepa (see LAY-pa)
Where are you from? - Iz kje si? (iz kye see)
Can I have your number?-  Lahko dobim tvojo telefonsko 
številko? (Law-koh doh-BEEM t-voy-yo teh-leh-FOHN-sko 
shteh-VEEL-koh)?
See-you, bye! - Ajde, čao (ai-dai, chow) 

Learn Slovene 

Learn commonly-used Slovene words and phrases on 
our website - and from a British guy no less!

Lying at the heart of Europe, Celje’s history is second to 
none

8th to 6th centuries BC During the Hallstatt period, Illyrian 
tribes settle in the area of present-day Celje, but are later 
supplanted by more advanced Celts, who name their first 
settlement Kelea.
 
15 BC Romans first move into the area, and incorporate 
it into their Empire. The town begins to flourish as a major 
transport point.
 
46 BC The town is granted municipal rights during the reign 
of Emperor Claudius under the name Municipium Claudia 
Celeia, expansion of both the population and development 
continues.
 
Late 4th century Christianity begins to spread rapidly. 
Archaeological records indicate the building of an early 
Christian basil ica, the only of its kind discovered in 
Slovenia.
 
6th century After a long period of increased warfare following 
the disintegration of the Roman Empire, agriculturally 
advanced Slavs invade and establish permanent settlement 
in the area.
 
824 The only mention of Celje between the 6th and 12th 
centuries is in a contract signed on behalf of Emperor Louis 
regarding the gift of a local church.

1241 Celje has been rebuilt into a once again sizeable 
market town, a fact evidenced by the establishment of the 
Celje Minorite by Catholic monks.
 
1333 At the time a smaller fortress, the old castle comes 
into the possession of the Lords of Sanneck, or the Cilli family, 
who begin renovating and expanding it.
 
1341 The Lords of Sanneck are given the elevated title the 
Counts of Celje by Emperor Louis IV,  and go on to become 
the most powerful family in the region.
 
1436 King Sigismund of Luxemburg, who some 40 years 
earlier had had his life saved by Count Hermann II and later 
married Hermann’s daughter Barbara, elevates the Counts 
to the rank of princes of the Holy Roman Empire. The Counts 
strongest rivals, the apparently envious and quick-tempered 
Habsburgs, reacted with a declaration of war.
 
1443 The war with the Habsburg’s ends with the signing of 
a mutual inheritance agreement, which states that if  one 
of the families is ever without a male heir, then all of their 
property and lands are awarded to the other.
 

1456 After a series of Machiavellian dealings, Ulrich II, 
the most powerful member of the Cilli family, manages to 
expand the Counts’ dominion to wide swaths of present-day 
Austria, Croatia, Bosnia and most of Hungary. However, in 
the process he ultimately made more enemies than he could 
handle, and was assassinated in Belgrade on 8 November. 
This would prove to be one of the more fateful events in the 
region’s history, as he was the family’s last male heir, and 
in accordance with the agreement made 13 years earlier 
all of the holdings of the Counts of Celje were ceded to the 
Habsburgs.
 
16th century Many of Cel je’s noblemen convert to 
Protestantism, by 1580 it has supplanted Catholicism as 
the leading religion in the region.
 
Early 17th century During the Counter-Reformation many 
Protestants are driven from the area and Roman Catholicism 
is once again the dominant religion.
 
27 April 1846 The first service on the newly completed 
Venice-Trieste railway line stops in Celje. 

1867 After the Prussian defeat of Austria, Celje officially 
becomes part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
 
1910 Celje becomes a hotbed for German nationalism, 
and a census shows that 66.8 per cent of the population 
is German.
 
1918 In the aftermath of World War I Celje, along with 
al l of Slovenia, becomes part of the newly created 
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes - the forerunner 
of Yugoslavia.
 
Early 20th century As a result of its strategic position 
as a transport hub and increased access to the Balkan 
market, the town experience rapid industrial expansion and 
population growth. The city’s German population is now a 
small, but wealthy, minority.
 
April 1941 Germany occupies Celje, and the city sufferers 
heavy losses throughout World War II. Many people were 
either imprisoned or deported to camps abroad, while other 
were conscripted into the German army.
 
1945 After Yugoslav forces reclaim the city, the remaining 
German citizens are expelled. Many Slovenes who were 
thought to have collaborated with the occupying forces are 
also expelled or killed, with estimates ranging from 10,000 
to 100,000, and the bodies are buried in mass graves on 
the outskirts of the city. The atrocities could not be openly 
discussed during the Yugoslav era, and even nowadays 
remain a rather taboo topic.
 
1991 Slovenia declares its independence from Yugoslavia, 
precipitating a ten-day war which ends with the withdrawal 
of the Yugoslav army. A new national flag and coat of arms 
is adopted, with the latter taking its three golden stars from 
the coat of arms of the Counts of Celje.
 
2004 Slovenia joins the European Union and Nato.
 
2007 On 1 January, Slovenia introduces the Euro as its 
official currency, and in December implements the Schengen 
Agreement allowing for visa-free travel to other member 
states.
 
May 2010 The first issue of Celje In Your Pocket is 
published.
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Living History at Celje Castle

Cultural Events
Living History at the Old Castle Tel. (+386) 3 544 
36 90, stari.grad@celje.si, www.celeia.info. Every 
Saturday and Sunday from 10 April to the end of October 
knights, archers, fortune-tellers princesses and all kinds 
of other medieval folk take over the old castle with various 
performances, demonstrations and presentations of what 
life was like back when the castle was the latest specimen 
of modern architecture. All the festivities come to a head 
the last Friday and Saturday in August, when crowds pack 
the castle grounds to see full on battles, royal ceremonies 
and tons of hands-on activities for children (and parents). 
It’s easily one of the best medieval events in Slovenia and 
not to missed if you’re in Slovenia this summer. Q Regular 
castle admission (€2) applies.

Summer in Celje tic@celje.si, www.celeia.info. The 
season-long festival will include more than 100 events at 
many uniquely atmospheric open-air venues in and around 
the city, including the Old Castle, the Water Tower, Šmartinsko 
Lake and the so-called Urban Beach along the river Savinja. 
The events run the gambit from music and theatre to puppets 
and fortune telling to yoga in the park - in other words, there’s 
guaranteed to something for everyone. See the programme 
opposite for a partial listing of events.

Countryside in the City Mestna Tržnica, tel. (+386) 
3428 79 36, www.celeia.info. Twice a year (on the first 
Wednesday and Thursday in June and then again on the first 
Wednesday in October), residents from the rural areas sur-
rounding Celje come to town in order to promote traditional 
farming methods and the products they produce. The pro-
gramme also includes workshops on healthy living, as well 
as presentations and performances showcasing the cultural 
heritage of rural areas. This year’s events will take place on 
2-3 June and 6 October, at the central market.

Fairy Tale City Tel. (+386) 3428 79 36, tic@celje.si, www.
celeia.info. For the entire month of December Celje transforms 
itself into a city of fairy tales, with decorations, events and cos-
tumed performers roaming about the old town, while stalls on 
the main square sell various handicrafts and home-made goods. 
One of the biggest events of this year festival will be the perform-
ance by the world famous group, Perpetuum Jazzile - Slovenia’s 
only jazz choir. The festivities culminate on New Year’s Eve with 
a celebration unlike any other in Slovenia.

Celje Fair (Celjski Sejem) Dečkova 1, tel. 
(+386) 3 54 33 000, fax (+386) 3 54 19 164, 
info@ce-sejem.si, www.ce-sejem.si.

Fairs
18.05 Tuesday - 21.05 Friday
14th Terotech - Maintenance
Maintenance, cleaning, environ-

ment protection and building renovation

18.05 Tuesday - 21.05 Friday
15th Energetics Fair
Energetics, energetical sources, 

economical use of energy

18.05 Tuesday - 21.05 Friday
ECOFair - Ecology and Environ-
mental Protection

08.09 Wednesday -  15.09 
Wednesday
43rd International Trade Fair

The largest international trade fair and business 
event in Slovenia.

30.09 Thursday - 03.10 Sunday
2010 European Dog Show

 www.eurodogshow2010.si.

10.12 Friday - 12.12 Sunday
Erotika 69

Celje Fair

Wednesday, 1 September 2010, 20:00, Ducal 
Court
Under the Stars of Celje (Pod Celjskimi Zvezdami)
Grand opening concert of the season 2010/11 with the 
House of Culture Celje Orchestra and soloists Iris Vermil-
lion, mezzo-soprano, Tanja Sonc, violin, Spela Mastnak, 
percussion. Conductor: Simon Dvorsak

Saturday, 11 September 2010, 19:00, Narodni 
Dom
Vocal Plays (Vokalne Igre)
International a cappella festival of Celje hosted by House 
of Culture Celje and vocal group Oktet 9.

Friday, 5 November 2010, 19:00, St Joseph’s 
Church
Festive Concert in honor of the 110th anniversary of 
Slovenian composer Lucijan Marija Skerjanc. House of 
Culture Celje Orchestra, conductor Simon Dvorsak.

Tuesday, 21 December 2010, 19:30, Celjski Dom
Musical Christmas Journey Around The World with the 
House of Culture Celje Choir and Orchestra, Children’s 
choir of Music school Velenje and vocalist Tanja Ravljen. 
Conductor: Alenka Gorsic Ernst.

For more details on these events and many more visit: 
www.hisakulture.si

Hiše Kulture Celje

PROGRAMME - OLD CASTLE CELJE

Location URBAN BEACH
URBAN BEACH on the embankment of river Savinja is a cosy and friendly 
»green« location. It is an open-air location under the trees, equipped with 
deckchairs, drift-nets, open-air library and children’s playground. Ambien-
tal music makes the atmosphere even more charming.  Besides enjoying 
tasty refreshments (drinks, ice-cream, cocktails...) you can attend different 
events like children’s puppet plays, street theatre performances, fortune 
telling, art workshops, work-out exercises, yoga in the park and other, 
every day from 8.00 till 22.00 during the summer.
URBAN BEACH is a »must see » location during the SUMMER IN CELJE!

Thursday, 27th May 2010, 
19.30

CONCERT »EROIKA«

Thursday, 3rd June 2010, 
20.00

CONCERT »UROŠ PERIĆ WITH QUARTET«

Friday, 4th June 2010,
20.00
21.30 

CONCERT »NEIZPETA PESEM«
ON THE CASTLE WITH TORCHES

Tuesday, 8th June 2010, 
20.00

location CELJSKI DOM: CONCERT »LADO«,
(Croatia), concert of unique folk art music

Saturday, 19th June 2010, 
20.00 

GRAND OPENING of »SUMMER IN CELJE 
2010« , PRINC ULRICH, Admission free

Wednesday, 23rd June 2010, 
21.30

Monocomedy: FOTR
Actor: Lado Bizovičar, Directed by: Nataša 
Barbara Gračner

Wednesday, 30th June 2010, 
20.00

Concert: ZORAN PREDIN & GIPSY SWING 
BAND

Wednesday, 07th July 2010, 
20.00

Concert: MARIACHI REAL JALISCO HAVANA
Modern Cuban and Mexican music.

Thursday, 15th July 2010, 
21.00

Monocomedy: JAMSKI ČLOVEK
Actor: Uroš Fürst, Directed by: Nataša 
Barbara Gračner

Wednesday, 21st July 2010, 
20.00

ORIENTAL EVENING, an evening of dance 
and delicious traditional oriental foods

Tuesday, 27th July 2010, 
20.00

Concert BRENCL BANDA

Thursday, 29th July 2010, 
21.00

JURE IVANUŠIČ: OD TIŠINE DO GLASBE
(FROM SILENCE TO MUSIC)

Thursday, 12th August 2010, 
21.00

Monocomedy: LAŽI, AMPAK POŠTENO
Actor: Borut Veselko

Wednesday, 18th August 2010,
20.00

Concert: NEISHA & INQUARTET

Saturday, 21th August 2010
20.00 

Concert: JOSIPA LISAC

27th & 28th August 2010 
from 13.00 till 20.00

Medieval Event: THE LAND OF CELJE INVITES 
YOU...

Festival SUMMER IN CELJE 2010 is a festival with more than 100 
events during the summer on different open-air locations in 
Celje – The Old Castle Celje, Urban Beach (The embankment of Savinja 
river), The Water Tower and Šmartinsko lake.

celeia_oglasi_143x200.indd   3 5/27/10   11:17:46 AM
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Hotels
Evropa B-2, Krekov Trg 4, tel. (+386) 3 426 9000, fax 
(+386) 3 426 9620, nfo@hotel-evropa.si, www.hotel-
evropa.si. Indisputably the nicest hotel in Celje, Evropa 
also boasts a prime city centre location just steps from the 
central train station as well as the city’s main pedestrian-
only zone. While the hotel is the country’s second oldest, 
dating all the way back to the 1870s, recent renovations 
have made it the only four-star hotel in town. The deluxe 
rooms will cost you roughly a third more than the standards, 
but are worth the upgrade as they are noticeably larger and 
more elegantly equipped. The included buffet breakfast is 
also one of the better ones we’ve seen in Slovenia. Q 61 
rooms (singles €62-84, doubles €98-128, apartment €260). 
PJHA6ULBKXW

Faraon Ljubljanska 39, tel. (+386) 3 545 2018, fax 
(+386) 3 545 1401, hotel.faraon@siol.net. Located in a 
quiet neighbourhood a few kilometres east of the city centre, 
the Faraon has seen better days, but is priced accordingly and 
is one of the cheaper options in town. Fortunately (or perhaps 
unfortunately depending on your tastes) the Egyptian-themed 
décor only extends from the lobby to the casino in the base-
ment. A handful of the rooms have been renovated and are 
worth asking for since they can be had for the same rates, 
as can those with balconies facing the small waterpark next 
door. OA6LBKXW

Grande Bežigrajska 7, tel. (+386) 3 42 55 100, fax 
(+386) 3 42 55 129, hotelgrande.celje@siol.com, www.
hotelgrande.si. Don’t be alarmed if your GPS leads you into 
the parking lot in the industrial area opposite the CityCenter 
shopping complex - you’re in the right place. While the Grande 
does indeed share a large warehouse-style building with 
some unusual neighbours, once inside the small palace-like 
reception area it’s almost surreal how much the baroque 
décor contrasts with the surroundings. In fact the Grande’s 
commercial centre location and affordable luxury makes it a 
favourite of business travellers, especially during events at 
the nearby fairgrounds. Q (singles €58-68, doubles €80-85, 
triples €99). PALW

Štorman B-1, Mariborska 3, tel. (+386) 3 426 04 
26, fax (+386) 3 426 03 95, recepcija.storman@siol.
net, www.storman.si. Easy to find directly opposite the 
central bus station, the venerable Hotel Štorman is the first 
choice for many overnight visitors thanks its reasonable 
prices and proximity to Celje’s busy fairgrounds, and is often 
fully booked during conferences, trade shows and the like. 
The restaurant is excellent, which is no surprise given that 
it’s part of a regional chain that originated in the nearby 
town of Šempeter, and worth a visit even for non-guests. 
Q 53 rooms (28 singles €45-57, 15 doubles €65-84, 8 
suites €100, 2 apartments €124). PJA6LBKW  
hhh

Hostels
Castle View Hostel (Sobe Pod Gradom) B-4, Breg 
21, tel. (+386) 70 220 069. Located in a family house a 
short walk south of the city centre, the hostel tends to get 
mixed reviews from backpackers, but we’ve always found 
it to be a cosy and clean alternative, though not exactly a 
place to party. You can save a few euros per night by book-
ing on one of the major hostelling sites, but make sure to 
stick to your arrival time if you don’t have a phone with you 
as there’s no proper reception. Q 3 rooms (dorms €17-19).  
PLNW

MCC Hostel Mariborska 2, tel. +386 3490 87 40/+386 
40 570 289, hostel.vodja@mc-celje.si, www.mc-celje.
si. After years of planning and months of renovation, Celje’s 
centrally-located youth centre reopens its doors this sum-
mer with the addition of what looks to be one the country’s 
coolest hostels. Occupying a sprawling, more than cen-
tury-old building that was previously used as a tannery, the 
MCC hostel will add much needed budget accommodation 
capacity to the city centre. However, more than just provid-
ing beds, the youth centre will also continue its long-running 
tradition of hosting various events, concerts and activities 
on its new premises. The rates include free WiFi, bike rental, 
and even a welcome drink at the ground floor bar. Q 42 
beds (8-bed dorm €17, 6-bed €17, 2-bed €21, 1-bed €25).  
PJAR6BXW

Celjska Koča Pečovnik 31, tel. (+386) 590 70 400, 
fax (+386) 590 70 410, nfo@celjska-koca.si, www.
celjska-koca.si. Located on top of a hill 650m above 
sea level, the Celjske Koča resort has been a well-known 
recreational tourist destination for nearly 100 years. With 
well-kept year-round hiking trails, an award-winning short 
ski slope (which is transformed into a bobsled track out 
of season) and breathtaking views and landscapes, this 
should come as no surprise. However, with the recent ad-
dition of a modern three-star hotel, the area has become 
more popular than ever. The hotel itself is a beautiful 
structure, with an alpine modernist style that fits in very 
organically with the surroundings. The facilities include a 
large sauna and wellness centre, an even larger restaurant 
and a balcony for sun bathing. If you do stay the night, do 
yourself a favour and try to request room 204, which easily 
boasts one of the most spectacular views in the country 
- and would be a steal at twice the price. Q 20 rooms 
(singles €41-53, doubles €66-90,16-bed room €16-25 per 
person). PTA6IFLBKDXW

Around Celje

Sunday afternoon lunch at the Two Dragons

Asian
Dva Zmaja Kersnikova 31, tel. (+386) 3 541 01 60, 
liu.xia.fa@siol.net. One of Celje’s only Chinese restaurants, 
Two Dragons is a bit of a hike on foot from the city centre 
but worth the effort (or taxi ride). Located at the southeast 
corner of the the old stadium - the terrace actually looks out 
onto the field and track - it’s a popular place with locals and 
its multiple dining rooms are usually packed with families and 
groups at the weekend. Steaming plates of MSG goodness 
are served in portions fit for leftovers, and a large attentive 
staff aims to please. Recommended. QOpen 12:00 - 23:00. 
(€4-15). PTALBXS

Balkan
Gostilna Amerika Mariborska 79, tel. (+386) 3 541 
9320, fax (+386) 3 491 5771, info@gostilna-amerika.
com, www.gostilna-amerika.com. Although it’s probably 
not obvious from the name, Amerika has been serving the 
best Serbian food in Celje for over 100 years, so if you’re 
craving plates piled high with every type of grilled meat im-
aginable then consider this your first and last stop. The often 
lively atmosphere - especially on Friday and Saturday nights 
when there’s live music - and slightly cheeky waiters generally 
make for one of the more entertaining dining experiences in 
town. Highly recommended. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, Fri 09:00 
- 02:00, Sat 11:00 - 02:00, Sun 09:00 - 21:00. (€4.50-12). 
PJALEGBXS

Taverna Carraro Opekarniška 15a, tel. (+386) 51 668 
777/(+386) 3 426 70 72, milan.taverna@t-1.si, www.
taverna-carraro.com. A modern take on traditional Balkan 
grill restaurants, Taverna Carraro is the result of owner and 
host Milan Kojić’s long career in the hospitality industry. 
Specialising in grilled meats of every type imaginable, from 
veal and roasted goat to lamb and suckling pig, even when 
they prepare the standard dishes they provide something 
extra - such as nine different types of čevapčiči or the record 
setting largest pljeskavica in the world in 2007. Aside from 
grilled meats, they also do a variety of fish and seafood dishes 
as well as authentic Dalmatian cuisine, often accompanied 
with traditional music. Q Open Mon-Tues 10:00-23:00, 
Wed-Thur 10:00-24:00, Fri-Sat 10:00-03:00, Sun 12:00-
18:00. (€5-13).

Buffet
Restavracija 123 B-3, XIV Divizije 14. A no-frills buffet-
style cafeteria a couple blocks south of the train station, it’s 
probably the cheapest place to sit down to a meal in Celje. 
The daily set menus start at just over €3, and there’s the 
option of an equally inexpensive salad bar that’s charged by 
weight. Menus are Slovene language only, so if your culinary 
vocabulary is lacking be prepared to point. Q (€2-6.50).

Restavracija Interspar Mariborska 100 (CityCenter), 
tel. (+386) 3 426 7650, www.spar.si. Perhaps a notch 
above your average university or office park cafeteria, this no 
frills buffet in CityCentre’s food court isn’t going to win any 
awards for quality. But that being said, it is the fastest and 
cheapest option around for a warm meal. Perhaps its most 
impressive attraction is a well-stocked salad bar reasonably 
priced by weight. Be wary of the drinks though, a small water 
will run you €1.50 and a beer nearly twice that - easily doubling 
the price of a cheaper meal. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 
- 21:00, Sun 09:00 - 15:00. (€2-6). PJALG

Fast Food
Kebab Glazija A-1, Ljubljanska 17, tel. (+386) 31 
285 716. A newish-looking stand located strategically right 
outside the student dorms, for tourists there are likely closer 
alternatives in the centre, but this place makes a fine stop 
if you’re staying in this direction. Serves an assortment of 
greasy fare in addition to the ubiquitous shaved meat sand-
wiches. QOpen 08:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 08:30 - 01:30, Sun 
16:00 - 22:00. (€1.5-3.50). NS

Kebapçi Aga A-2, Ljubljanska 2, info@agakebapci.
com, agakebapci.com. Since opening their first location in 
Ljubljana in 1998, Slovenia’s number one proprietor of grilled 
vertical meat now runs dozens of restaurants throughout the 
country. Most, such as the one in Celje opposite the town hall, 
are little more than a stand catering to students and late night 
partygoers, but they’re fast, clean and cheap, and there’s a 
good chance that a 4am kebap will be one of the best things 
you’ve ever tasted. QOpen 08:00 - 01:00, Fri 08:00 - 04:00, 
Sun 17:00 - 01:00. (€2-4.50). ABS
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McDonald’s B-2, Gubčeva 2, tel. (+386) 3 493 01 60, 
www.mcdonalds.si. The two-floored glass-walled beacon 
of obesity is within sight upon exiting the train station. All the 
standard items are on the menu, at prices slightly cheaper 
than that of meals in proper restaurants. As with seemingly 
everywhere else in Europe, the Golden Arches is exceedingly 
popular with locals, especially those of school age. QOpen 
07:00 - 23:00, Sat 09:00 - 23:00, Sun 10:00 - 22:00. (€1-6). 
PTJAUBS

International
Evropa B-2, Krekov Trg 4, tel. (+386) 3 426 9000, info@
hotel-evropa.si, www.hotel-evropa.si. The most elegant 
dining experience in town, from the décor and music to the 
waiters and sommeliers to of course the food, everything at 
Evropa is first-rate - although personally our favourite touch is 
perhaps the Pop art inspired portraits that adorn the walls. If 
your wallet can’t afford the full dinnertime treatment, you can 
still stop by during the day to take advantage of an equally 
well-prepared lunch special.

Gostilna Jež B-2, Linhartova 6, tel. (+386) 3 492 66 
03, www.gostilna-jez.com. This deceptively large restau-
rant and bar serves up home cooking right across from the 
central farmer’s market. There’s a different menu every day 
and you’re just about guaranteed to get your money’s worth, 
making it a popular lunchtime choice with the blue collar set 
and other budget conscious diners. Its local claim to fame is 
the massive ‘Velikan’ hamburger, which weighs in at about four 
Big Macs and will have you burning through napkins despite 
coming cut into quarters. QOpen 08:00 - 17:00. Closed Sun. 
(€4-9). PTJA6G

Gostilna Mlakar C-2, Teharska 26, tel. (+386) 3 
548 8090. Located on the less populated right bank 
of the river (with signs directing you there from the train 
station), Mlakar has the soul of small village inn with a few 
slightly strange modern touches, such as pop music on 
the radio and mirrored ceilings. A hearty 3-course meal 
‘meat and potatoes’ type meal will set you back €8-10, 
although you’ll need to include another €2 for the practi-
cally obligatory pint of Laško. For what it’s worth it seems 
to be a popular stop for German tourists. QOpen 08:00 
- 20:00. Closed Sun. (€5-17). PALG

Kantina Dečkova 1a, tel. (+386) 5 99 44 304/(+386) 
31 635 635, www.club-casablanca.si. This full-fledged 
restaurant on the ground floor of Club Casablanca on the 
Celje Fairgrounds is popular with fair and convention goers 
during the day, but really comes alive in the wee hours 
when clubbers decide to grab a bite before heading home. 
Serving mainly pizzas and other Italian dishes, there’s also 
a full menu of Mexican fare as well as burgers and hot 
dogs, none of which is exceptional during the day, but all of 
which is perfect at 4am. Q Open Mon-Thur 08:00-02:00, 
Fri 08:00-05:00, Sat 17:00-05:00, Sun 17:00-24:00. (€4-
9). PALBS

Konoba Dalmacija A/B-2, Linhartova 8, tel. (+386) 
31 639 114. An atmospheric place located right on the 
local farmer’s market, it specialises in cuisine from the 
Dalmatian region of Croatia so as would be expected fish 
and seafood dishes feature quite heavily on the menu. 
The décor of the cosy interior compliments the food nicely, 
with lots of dark wood and maritime paraphernalia, such 
as fish nets and well-worn life preservers, strewn wantonly 
about the walls. Unlike many other places in town it’s 
open on Sundays, but keeps keeps lunchtime-only hours 
throughout the week. QOpen 08:00 - 16:00, Sat 08:00 
- 13:00, Sun 08:00 - 12:00. (€5-15). PJAG

Pomaranča Mariborska 100 (CityCenter), tel. 
(+386) 3 541 05 25, info@pomaranca.si, pomaranca.
si/celje.php. Originally opened as a premium coffee 
and fresh-squeezed juice bar, Pomaranča now operates 
full-fledged restaurants in around a dozen Slovenian cit-
ies and towns. In Celje it’s located on the upper floor of 
the CityCentre shopping mall opposite a large children’s 
play area - making it a favourite place for parents to get 
their coffee fix while still keeping an eye on the kids. The 
menu features a wide selection of pretty much everything, 
from soups salads to pizza and pasta to steaks and fish 
dishes. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, Sun 
09:00 - 15:00. (€4-18). PTJALGS

Vrtnica A-2, Malgajeva 2a, tel. (+386) 59 07 13 
88, info@vrtnica-bar.si, www.vrtnica-bar.si. With 30 
years of tradition, this American themed diner harks back 
to at least a decade before that - sporting a ‘59 Cadillac 
in the front car park, a vintage Harley Davidson above 
the bar and an abundance of other sixties and seventies 
memorabilia. The unlikely name (rose in English) aside, 
you’ll find good coffee, delicious snacks, sinful cakes, 
hard-working waiters, lively company, and perhaps a sum-
mertime concert on the terrace at the front. Q (€3-12). 
PJAREBK

www.inyourpocket.com

It’s not gourmet, but nothing tastes better at 3am Latin American
Imperio Mexicano Mariborska 100 (CityCenter), tel. 
(+386) 59 010 425, celje@imperio.info, www.imperio.
si. Located upstairs in the CityCentre shopping mall, Imperio 
serves up large portions of fairly tasty, if not entirely authentic, 
Mexican fare. The lengthy menu comes with mouth-watering 

photos of every dish, and over-sized combination platters are 
great for groups or the indecisive. And while it will likely be 
good for a awkward laugh or two, there’s no need to fret if you 
see a dish that includes some version of the phrase ‘bučke 
semen’, which is simply Slovene for zucchini seeds. QOpen 
09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, Sun 09:00 - 15:00. (€5-19).
PTJALGS

Pila Park A/B-2, Savinova 9, tel. (+386) 3 4900 
136/(+386) 40 499 499, www.pilapark.si. A Latin Ameri-
can themed restaurant-cum-lounge, the menu is packed with 
tasty finger foods, salads and wraps. Every day from 10:30 to 
16:00 they also offer full meals, ranging from surprisingly good 
Mexican standards such as enchiladas, fajitas and quesadillas 
to steaks and pizzas. At night you can expect a healthy dose 
of Latin flavoured house and lounge music to go along with 
some imaginative cocktails and imported Mexican beer (Dos 
Equis). All of the above comes highly recommended. QOpen 
08:00 - 22:00, Fri 08:00 - 02:00, Sat 12:00 - 02:00, Sun 12:00 
- 22:00. (€3.50-10). PJABSW

Pizza
Diavolo Mariborska 118, tel. (+386) 3 541 20 24, www.
diavolo.si. Equally popular for its nearly endless menus of 
pizzas as it is for the beer produced at its on-site brewery, 
Diavolo is something of a local institution despite only open-
ing its doors in 1999. The Diavolo brand beer comes in two 
varieties, light and dark, and can also be purchased to go in 
2L and 5L bottles. Aside from pizzas the menu includes vari-
ous pastas and Italian meat dishes, as well as a Balkan-style 
grills. Located just north of the CityCenter shopping mall, you 
can’t miss the big red sign. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, Sat 10:00 
- 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 23:00. (€4-9). PTALBS

It’s the world’s most popular food for a reason  
               photo by Flickr user Alpha
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Bars & Pubs
Jazz Pub A-2, Ljubljanska 7, tel. (+386) 3 548 21 15. 
Dark wood, green leather chairs and walls packed with various 
jazz themed bric-a-brac all live up to the pub’s name, however, 
that’s about where the ‘jazz’ ends. Depending upon who’s 
behind the bar the music tends to be either high decibel 
rock and pop or bass heavy techno, and the clientele largely 
consists of students of questionable drinking age. Still worth a 
stop if you’ve decided to complete a generally recommended 
pub crawl around the block.

Kaktus American Bar Prekomorske Brigade 2. Not 
exactly what you’d expect to find on the ground floor of a 
residential block some ways removed from the city centre, but 
this neighbourhood bar themed on the American southwest 
at least wins points for creativity. There’s an abundance of 
cacti and wood and various Old West photos and paintings 
adorn the yellow and red walls, making for an interesting 
drinking experience. The menus also feature arguably the 
greatest logo in all of Slovenia. QOpen 07:00 - 22:30.  
PAB

Kino Metropol B-2, Stanetova 15, tel. (+386) 590 
11 991/(+386) 31 324 400, info@kinometropol.org, 
www.kinometropol.org. The first cinema in Slovenia 
to introduce ar thouse programming (getting the jump 
on Kinodvor in Ljubljana by a year), these days Metropol 
serves as one of the hubs of Celje’s arts scene. In addition 
to its varied programme of international films, the cinema 
also runs a lively café/bar and hosts frequent concerts 
in its oversized lobby - mostly featuring up-and-coming 
rock and alternative bands. And if that weren’t enough, it 
also boasts one of the city’s more memorable façades, 
which includes four giant orange heads suppor ting a 
first-floor balcony.

Maverick Pub A-2, Ljubljanska 7, tel. (+386) 40 620 
069. One of no less than half a dozen watering holes that 
are within spitting distance of the intersection of Ljubljanska 
and Jurčičeva streets, Maverick is also one of at least three 
American Old West themed pubs in town - don’t ask us why. 
Gimmicks aside though, the place is right in the middle of 
the action and sports a huge covered terrace that makes 
for some prime people watching. Q Open Mon-Thur 06:00-
24:00, Fri 06:00-03:00, Sat 08:00-03:00, Sun 09:00-24:00. 
PJLNB

Maximal A-2, Ljubljanska 5, tel. (+386) 59 071 385, 
info@maximal-cafe.si, www.maximal-cafe.si. Opened 
last year on the corner of the shiny new Sparkasse Bank 
building, Maximal is still a li ttle too fresh and clean for our 
tastes, but does offer an undeniable amount of sex appeal 
that you’d be hard-pressed to find elsewhere in town. 
First and foremost a cocktail bar, its terrace draws quite 
a crowd on warm evenings, and every weekend there’s 
live house music inside.

Music Café A-2, Ljubljanska 3a, tel. (+386) 31 246 
837. The centre of Celje’s underground nightlife - both liter-
ally and figuratively - the place attracts a younger alternative 
crowd that doesn’t turn up in force till midnight or later at the 
weekends. In addition to already having some of the cheapest 
prices in town, they also offer nightly drink specials (usually 
some alcohol and juice combo) for a scant €1.20 a glass. 
Located around the corner from Narodni Dom, just look for 
the pack of youths smoking and pounding store-bought 
cans of local beer on the steps outside. QOpen 06:00 
- 20:00, Fri 06:00 - 04:00, Sat 21:00 - 04:00. Closed Sun. 
PJALEG

Špital B-3, Slomškov Trg 5. Come down to your friendly 
local on a Friday or Saturday night to find a lively crowd social-
ising until the wee hours, frequently along with some form of 
live music - be it rock/pop, ska or dub - and occasionally live 
stand-up comedy. Otherwise this bar and indeed café has a 
relaxed atmosphere, for a coffee or something stronger, by 
day or evening. Perhaps coming from the Germanic word for 
hospital, Špital is decorated with warm intense colours, has 
a quirky wooden floor made from a thinly sliced tree trunk. 
PJAEBW

For a city that doesn’t have a university Celje manages 
to maintain a fairly vibrant youth-oriented nightli fe, 
with a decent mix of pubs, dive bars, glitzier clubs, live 
music venues and alternative spaces to keep you busy 
for even longer stays. I f a pub crawl is on the agenda, 
look no further than the stretch of Ljubljanska Cesta 
between Narodni Dom and Gledališki Trg, which boasts 
no fewer than eight night spots and several late night 
fast food stands. The locations listed here are far 
from exhaustive, but all of them have been thoroughly 
tested and many can make the claim of being one of 
our personal favourites depending on the night of the 
week.  

Catch a live show while you’re in town
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Cafés

Koper B-2, Gubčeva 3, tel. 80 16 06/(+386) 59 071 
380, info@pizzeria-koper.si, www.pizzeria-koper.si. 
Newly renovated but one of the first pizzerias in Celje, the 
exotically named ‘Koper’ is located in the old town, not 
far from Hotel Evropa. The menu, as expected, features 
pasta (ask if you don’t want it al dente), lasagne, risotto, 
I talian breads and salads - not to mention several non-
typical Italian dishes. Fortunately they haven’t overlooked 
the importance of a good dessert in Italian cuisine and 
they also look after the kids (with a special menu). The 
surroundings are appropriately Mediterranean, if a li ttle 
overstated inside. Dine in the quaint summer garden if 
possible. Q Open Mon-Fri 10:00-22:00, Sat 11:00-24:00, 
Sun 12:00-24:00. (€5.10-11.80). 
PTJA6BXS

Oliva Dečkova 41, tel. (+386) 3 492 73 23/(+386) 
31 374 652, www.oliva.si. Located in a commercial 
and retail district to the north of the city centre, Oliva 
is a large family-friendly pizzeria with a huge dining ter-
race and outdoor play area for the kids. The menu is 
fairly basic, but offers the standard selection of pizzas 

Columbian coffee with whipped topping DeusXFlorida

as well as some burgers and other fired alternatives. 
Perhaps most convenient for visi tors is the fact that 
they’l l deli ver any where in Celje from 09:00-22:00 
and have their menu available online. QOpen 05:30 
- 23:00, Sat 07:00 - 23:00. Closed Sun. (€2.50-12.10).  
PTA6LBS

Slovenian
Gostilna Francl Zagrad 77, tel. (+386) 3 492 64 
60/(+386) 3 492 64 61, peter.zaversek@siol.net. 
Regarded by locals as one of the best restaurants in the 
region, if not the entire country, Francl has never left us 
disappointed and should more or less be considered a 
must-visit destination. They do all kinds of traditional Slov-
enian and Savinjska cuisine, in addition to some unique 
creations of their own. There’s also an ample selection 
of vegetarian dishes. It’s located in a small village on the 
right bank of the river a few minutes’ drive south of Celje 
(just follow the signs), and calling ahead for reservations 
is probably a good idea. QOpen 10:00 - 22:00. Closed 
Sun. (€6-21).

Evropa Café B-2, Krekov Trg 4, tel. (+386) 3 
426 9000, www.hotel-evropa.si. By all measure 
this coffee bar on the ground floor of the Evropa Hotel 
is likely the nicest café in town. Enjoy coffee, cakes or 
pastries in the large stately interior or on the covered 
terrace outside, which marks the beginning of Celje’s 
pedestrian-only zone. They’re also renowned for their 
‘ točen sladoled’, a tasty variety of soft serve ice 
cream. QOpen 07:00 - 23:00, Sun 08:00 - 22:00.  
PTJABW

Kuba Kafe B-2, Prešernova 16. A tiny hole in the 
wall coffee shop that’s half café, half convenience store 
- with the latter hawking Cuban cigars, Zippos, biscuits 
and Yankee Candles among other things. The café is 
cosy enough, but with only four tables it’s really more 
of a take away place, although the two guys who run 
the place seem borderline eccentric in an entertaining 
kind of way (e.g. if your ‘dober dan’ isn’t heartfelt enough 
you may be asked to repeat it before being served).  
JAS

Mali Plac A-2, Linhartova 10. Located right in the 
middle of the farmer’s market, the ultra-modern glass-
walled structure would look curiously out of place if 
not for the fact that the market has also received a 
modern makeover. Enjoy your coffee, or something a bit 
stronger, while observing the hustle and bustle of the 
market on the other side of the glass. QOpen 06:00 
- 19:00, Sun 06:00 - 12:00. PJABS

Oaza B-2, Glavni Trg 13, tel. (+386) 40 337 995, 
info@kavarnaoaza.si, www.kavarnaoaza.si. A 
trendy, as well as socially and environmentally respon-
sible, café on Celje’s main square, Oaza serves mostly 
organic and fair trade coffees, teas and pastries as well 
as other light snacks. With lots of brown tones and soft 
lighting the café is great place to relax and the terrace 
on the square outside provides for some ample people 
watching opportunities. There’s also free Wi-Fi and even 
a laptop available for guests. QOpen 07:00 - 22:00, 
Fri, Sat 07:00 - 24:00. PJABSW

Piercing & Tattoo & Caffe B-1, Levstikova 1e, 
tel. (+386) 31 231 271/(+386) 40 354 132. The 
name pretty much says it all for this place behind the 
bright orange façade directly opposite the new MCC 
hostel. Of the three services offered we can personally 
only attest to the quality of latter, but judging by the 
clientele on the terrace outside, they do a fine job with 
piercing and tattoos as well. QOpen 06:00 - 20:00, 
Fri 06:00 - 22:00, Sat 08:00 - 20:00. Closed Sun.
PJA6BXS

Veronika Cesta na Grad 78. A modern café located 
in the bowels of the old castle, a stop here is almost 
obligatory on any visit to Celje’s most impressive sight 
i f for no other reason than because visitors get a €1 
discount with their admission ticket - al though the 
selection of sweets is quite good as well. There’s also 
a small children’s play area in the enclosed grassy 
area right outside.
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TIC Celje B-2, Krekov Trg 3, tel. (+386) 3 42 
87 936/(+386) 31 610 537, fax (+386) 3 42 87 
931, tic@celje.si, www.celeia.info. Celje’s recently 
renovated tourist information centre is housed in the 
100 year-old Celjski Dom, conveniently located directly 
opposite the central train station. The small but helpful 
office is stocked with free brochures, maps and monthly 
events listings, as well as books and souvenirs for 
sale. The friendly staff are more than happy to make 
recommendations for everything from accommoda-
tion to restaurants to sights, and will gladly look up 
any further info you need on the web or even make 
local phone calls. QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sat 09:00 
- 13:00. Closed Sun.

TIC Stari Grad Celje B/C-4, Cesta na Grad 
78, tel. (+386) 3 544 36 90, stari.grad@celje.
si, www.celeia.info. The ci ty’s second tourist 
information centre is located inside the entrance to 
the Old Castle. There’s a friendly staff and plenti-
ful brochures just as there is at the main office on 
Krekov Trg, but this one keeps longer hours during 
the late spring and summer - including Sundays.  
QOpen 09:00 - 20:00.

Tourist Information

The War and Peace monument by Jakob Savinšek

Churches
Capuchin Monastery and Church of St Cecilia B-
3, Breg 2. One of the few sights located on the left bank of 
the river Savinja, the church is located on a small hill that is 
reached by way of 90 covered steps. Dedicated to the patron 
saint of music, the church and adjacent monastery were both 
built at the beginning of the 17th century.

Church of Mary’s Assumption A-2, Prešernova 
18. One of Celje’s most physically imposing churches, it 
was originally built as part of a Minorite monastery and 
consecrated at the beginning of the 14th century. It holds 
the distinction of being the final resting place of the Counts 
of Celje, whose family vault and tombs can be viewed in 
the presbytery.

Church of St Daniel Slomškov Trg 2, tel. (+386) 3 
544 32 80. An obvious first stop on any tour of Celje’s 
many churches, St Daniel’s is located just beyond of Glavni 
Trg on the southern edge of the old town. Originally built on 
the site of an even older church in the 13th century, while the 
current structure has undergone several major changes and 
renovations during its lifetime, it still manages to maintain its 
unmistakably Gothic appearance both inside and out. The 
church is best known for its exquisite Chapel of the Sorrowful 
Mother of God, which, in aside from some impressive vaulting 
and stained glass windows, contains a prized 15th century 
wooden Pietá. However, don’t miss the various tombstones 
that can be found along the building’s exterior - the assort-
ment of angels, skulls and multi-lingual engravings is probably 
our favourite thing about the church.

Historic Buildings
Celjski Dom (Celje Hall) Krekov Trg 3. One of the 
city’s most instantly recognisable buildings - thanks in 
large part to it tower, which rises the equivalent of eight 

floors above Krekov Trg - it was built at the beginning of 
the last century by Celje’s German population in response 
to the Slovene’s construction of Narodni Dom on the other 
side of the old town. The impressive neo-Gothic building 
was the centre of cultural li fe for German residents until 
the end of the First World War, and as such was originally 
known as the German House. Today it’s home to Celje’s 
tourist board, Celeia, as well as several other cultural 
organisations.

An afternoon at the Jazz Pub

TamkoUčiri A/B-2, Gosposka 1a, tel. (+386) 41 731 
774. Tucked away between a couple of courtyards in the 
heart of Celje’s burgeoning arts district, the cheekily-named 
Tomkočiri - which translates to ‘the same place as yesterday’, 
as in the answer to the question: where are you going? - is 
ground zero for city’s artists and hipsters. As one would 
expect there’s contemporary art on the walls, well-worn 
furniture and floors, a social staff and modestly priced booze. 
During warmer months the seating outside is some of the 
cosiest in the city. One of our favourites. Q Open Sun-Wed 
07:00-23:30, Thur 07:00-01:00 and Fri-Sat 07:00-01:30. 
PJA6EGBX

XXX A-1/2, Ljubljanska 7, tel. (+386) 41 326 031, 
bostjan.straus@t-1.si, www.xxxklub.si. Bookending the 
half dozen or so bars that can be found within 100m of each 
other on Ljubljanska Cesta, despite its name XXX has nothing 
to do with adult entertainment - unless you consider motorcy-
cle riding as fitting in this category. The official watering hole 
of Celje’s largest motorcycle club is actually a rather tame 
affair, which is understandable given the fact that it’s directly 
across the street from the city’s central police station. Don’t 
even try to find a seat if there’s any kind of biker-related event 
going on in town though.

Casinos
Casino Faraon Ljubljanska 39, tel. (+386) 3 426 
0224/(+386) 51 395 750, info@casino-faraon.com, 
www.casino-faraon.com. With around 75 slot machines 
and a half dozen seats around a large electronic roulette 
table, this medium-sized Egyptian-themed casino manages 

Planet Tuš Celje Mariborska 128, tel. (+386) 3 
424 12 22/(+386) 59 73 3700, www.planet-tus.
com. One of Tuš’ signature modern, multi-functional 
centres includes shops, restaurants, a bowling alley, 
billiards hall and cinema in addition to its eponymous 
department store. Despite its rather generic all-in-one 
offering, the Green Planet is guaranteed to be packed 
at the weekends, when Celje’s youth flock to go disco 
bowling (although based on the the music it would be 
more appropriately called Euro-techno or commercial 
pop bowling, which admittedly doesn’t have the same 
ring to it) or just hang out at the bar. Located a bit north of 
the larger (albeit sans bowling alley) CityCentre, taking a 
taxi back to the hotel is probably a good idea. Q Bowling 
and bar open Mon-Thur 14:00-24:00, Fri 14:00-01:00, 
Sat 14:00-03:00, Sun and holidays 14:00-22:00.

Bowling & Billiards

to attract a decent mix of locals and foreigners. First time 
players get €4 in free credit to play with, which we managed 
to run up to just over €12 before quitting while we were ahead. 
All in all it can be quite a bit of fun. QOpen 00:00 - 24:00. 
Free admission.

Clubs
Casablanca  Dečkova 1a, tel. (+386) 5 99 44 
304/(+386) 31 635 635, www.club-casablanca.si. Self-
described as ‘the best party in town’, and for better or worse 
we’d tend to agree. True to its name, the walls are blanketed in 
still shots of Bogart and Bergman, which can make for some 
strange juxtapositions with the scantily clad partygoers that 
begin to pack the place well after midnight. Stay on the lower 
floor for pop and Yugo rock, or head upstairs if you prefer 
house and techno. Located on the grounds of the Celje Fair, 
there’s lots of parking (and lots of police, so even if you drive 
consider taking a taxi home). QOpen 08:00 - 02:00, Fri 08:00 
- 05:00, Sat 17:00 - 05:00, Sun 17:00 - 24:00. Small admis-
sion charge at the weekends. ALEGKXS

Club Terazza B-2, Aškerčeva 14 (Celeiapark), tel. 
(+386) 3 425 59 50/(+386) 41 355 103, info@clubter-
azza.com, clubterazza.com. Formerly a long time contend-
er for Celje’s best club, Terazza gets its name from its perch 
atop the fifth floor of the CeleiaPark shopping centre just 
opposite the city centre. Aside from the great views from its 
eponymous terrace, the club is known for catering to a slightly 
more mature crowd than some of the other venues in town, 
with frequent live shows by an eclectic line-up of performers 
- from reggae and jazz to electro and Balkan. Admission varies 
depending on the night, but you shouldn’t have to pay more 
than €5. Q Open Mon-Wed 12:00-22:00, Thur 12:00-24:00, 
Fri 12:00-03:00, Sat 18:00-03:00. Closed Sun.

Local A-2, Trg Celjskih Knezov 10, tel. (+386) 3 49 
00 820, local@local.si, www.local.si. This trendy 
subterranean bar-cum-club brings a bit of swank to Celje’s 
nightlife, and frequently hosts live music and DJs. The 
long cavernous space has always vaguely reminded us of 
somewhere we used to frequent in Prague, and would make 
a great set for any film with vampires partying in Eastern 
Europe. Despite the glossy veneer, for the most part the 
place avoids pretention, and there’s a good chance your 
bartender will have some combination of tattoos, piercings 
and/or dreadlocks. Like most clubs in town, the crowds don’t 
start arriving till late.
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Lake Šmartinska tic@celje.si. The largest reser-
voir in Slovenia, covering a expansive 1.07 km², lake 
Šmartinska lies north of Celje, close to the town of 
Vojnik. The lake offers a lot to those looking for some 
outdoor recreation, with many places around the lake 
to eat, drink, rent boats or kayaks, and picnic areas are 
also available for hire - contact Celje’s tourist info office 
for more details (tic@celje.si). Originally created to kill 
two birds with one stone: contain potential city-centre 
floods due to the Savinja - and ease a burgeoning water 
supply problem - the Koprivnica stream (a tributary to the 
Savinja) was dammed and thus the lake was born. The 
south-western bank is home to a boathouse and restau-
rant. Boat rides on the lake are operated throughout the 
summer months, as are angling activities and swimming 
competitions. To get here, head north on a minor road 
from north-western Celje (Nova Vas), continue for about 
10 minutes (by car) or 35 minutes (on foot) until you reach 
the southern embankment of the lake.

Roman Necropolis Šempeter v Savinjski dolini, 
tel. (+386) 37 00 20 56, info@td-sempeter.si, 
www.td-sempeter.si. Rimska Nekropola, in Slovene, 
represents one of the most significant Roman monu-
ments in Slovenia and Central Europe. The beautifully 
reconstructed collection of sepulchres, this specific type 
of tomb or grave, are on exhibition in the nearby town 
of Šempeter (Saint Peter). The memorials, representing 
several important and wealthy Roman families from the 
Celje (then Celeia) region - the Enniis, Priskianis, Spekta-
tis and Vindonis - were originally made of white Pohorje 
marble and were reconstructed using Antique elements, 
following their discovery in 1952. Archeologists have 
been able to determine that the tombs came from around 
the end of the first-, to the mid-third century. Given that 
the Romans preferred to bury their deceased outside the 
fortifications of major settlements, the original resting 
place of these graves was by the old Roman road (also 
preserved) and the Savinja river - they were discovered 
buried in the earth previously deposited by the latter 
during floods. Such was the Romans’ civilised culture, 
that peasants were not denied a proper funeral and 
memorial; the grand sepulchres being accompanied by 
graves of freedmen and slaves. The former are obviously 
more aesthetically pleasing, and therefore the main at-
traction for tourists these days, although clues as to the 
role and values of ‘lesser’ men (and women) are to be 
found at this intriguing site - a mere 12km west of Celje. 
QOpen 10:00 - 18:00. Adult €4 (€3 for groups of over 
15). Children €3 (€2 for groups of over 15).

Around Celje

The place to be on a hot summer day, Šmartinsko 
Lake north of Celje

Museums & Galleries
Celeia (The city under the city) Trg Celjskih Knezov 
8. While the area of present-day Celje was first settled as far 
back as the Iron Age between the 9th and 6th centuries BC, 
it first flourished after being annexed by the Roman Empire 
and given the status of an independent town during the 1st 
century AD. However, after several hundred years the town 
had sunk back into relative obscurity by the 6th century. This 
long and rich history of settlement has left Celje with quite 
an archaeological legacy, some of which can be viewed on 
an underground tour through the cellars of the Old Counts 
Mansion on Trg Celjskih Knezov.

Children’s Museum Prešernova 17, tel. (+386) 3 428 
64 10, www.muzej-nz-ce.si. Not to be confused with the 
Gallery of Young People’s Art Works, the Children’s Museum is 
a history museum for children with two collections covering the 
lives of young people in Slovenia, and is the only institution of 
its kind in the country. Groups are guided through the exhibi-
tions by the ever-present Herman the Fox, and encouraged to 
discover history and world with many hands-on activities and 
play areas. It’s located in the same building as the Museum 
of Recent History. Q Open Tues-Fri 10:00-18:00, Sat 09:00-
13:00, Sun 14:00-18:00. Closed Mon.

Gallery of Contemporary Art (Galerija Sodobne 
Umetnosti) Trg Celjskih Knezov 8, tel. (+386) 3 42 
65 160, www.celeia.info. The main venue of the larger 
Centre for Contemporary Arts, which is comprised of several 
separate galleries, its collection and exhibitions tend to focus 
on younger Slovene artists or at least those who have not 
yet gained substantial mainstream recognition. They also 
organise a rather full schedule of lectures, workshops and 
events, so it’s a good idea to check their website (perhaps 
with the help of Google Translate) if you’re interested. Q 
Open Tues-Fri 11:00-18:00, Sat 10:00-12:00, Sun 14:00-
18:00. Closed Mon.

Gallery of Young People’s Art Works Krekov Trg 
3, tel. (+386) 3 548 17 77, theworld.ofart@volja.net, 
www.celje.si/en/theworld-ofart. Another of Celje’s unique 
artistic institutions, the gallery exclusively features the work 
of artists under the the age of 20, and currently maintains a 
collection of some 120,000 pieces from 85 countries in its 
archives. Each month a new exhibition is opened, and every 
year the gallery organises an international arts competi-
tion that is one of the ten largest in the world based on the 
volume of entries received. A fairly comprehensive overview 
of recent exhibitions and competition winners can be found 
on the city’s website.

The Old Castle Celje

Narodni Dom (National Hall) Trg Celjskih Knezov 9. 
Home to the municipality of Celje and various other state 
offices, this 19th-century building is one of the grandest struc-
tures in the city. Designed by Czech architect Vladimir Hrasky, 
the National Hall served as the centre of social and cultural 
activities for Slovene bourgeois during the last years of the 
old Austrian empire. On the ground floor along Trg Celjskih 
Knezov you can find a café, an upmarket gift and souvenir 
shop and the Likovni Gallery, which presents oft-changing 
exhibitions of contemporary art.

The People’s Savings and Loan Bank Vodnikova 
2. Constructed during the inter-war period, the bank was 
designed (although not built) by the well-known Slovene 
architect Jože Plečnik and is the most important example of 
his work in Celje. The three-floor colonnaded main entrance, 
which curves around the corner of Stanetova and Vodnikova 
Streets, will likely be a must-photograph façade for architec-
ture buffs or those interested in the Viennese Secessionist  
movement.

Vodni Stolp (Water Tower) Razlagova Ulica. Formerly 
a water tower and the southernmost defences of the old town 
wall, today the squat stone structure’s main function is to 
pose for click-happy tourists and serve as a backdrop during 

concerts held in the adjacent square - an picturesque little 
space between Kocenova and Razlagova Streets.

Monuments
St Mary’s Shrine Glavni Trg. Standing in the middle of 
quaint cobblestoned Glavni Trg, the shrine is one of the most 
intricate public monuments in the city. A golden haloed Mary 
is atop a single central column, surrounded at the base by 
three of her fellow saints: St Rocus, St Florian and St Joseph, 
who are the patron saints against the plague, against fire 
and of families and workers respectively. The structure was 
originally erected in the 16th century for rather more dubious 
purposes, namely as a shaming pillar to punish criminals and 
other petty offenders.

War and Peace (Vojna in Mir) Gledališki Trg. Celje’s 
Gledališki Trg is home to one of the finest public sculptures in 
all of Slovenia. Created in 1956-57, by the Slovene sculptor, 
illustrator and poet Jakob Savinšek, the bronze and stone 
monument stands some five metres tall and is a tribute to 
the World War II era as well as a more general reflection on 
the oppositional states of war and peace. The work was given 
even more poignancy by the artist’s untimely death, at the 
age of 39, shortly after its creation.

Old Castle Cesta na Grad 78, tel. (+386) 3 544 36 
90, tic@celje.si, www.celeia.info. Arguably the grandest 
castle in all of Slovenia, while it isn’t as completely restored 
as Ljubljana castle in the capital and doesn’t possess the 
breathtaking alpine cliff top location of that in Bled, its 
sprawling grounds, eventful history, sweeping views over 
the city and surrounding countryside, and the generally 
imposing appearance of its partially restored fortress walls 
and towers are truly unique amongst any and all of its 
domestic rivals. Originally built by the Heunburg family on 
the hills to the southeast of the bustling medieval market 
town of Celje in either the late 12th or early 13th centuries, 
the oldest parts of the castle are the fortified western walls 
and the central residential buildings which were surrounded 
by inner walls as well as a moat. Most of the original castle 
was destroyed in fighting between competing families not 
long after its initial construction, and eventually came into 
the possession of the Lords of Sanneck in 1333 - who 
became known as the Counts of Celje from 1341 onwards 
and were the most important medieval aristocrats in the 
territory of present-day Slovenia. Over the next hundred 
years the Counts rebuilt, expanded and greatly improved 
the castle and its grounds, however, when their rule ended 
with the murder of the last male heir in 1456, the property 

was bequeathed to the Habsburg monarchy in accordance 
with a previously signed inheritance agreement. After the 
change in ownership, the castle managed to maintain its 
position as one of the most important fortresses in all of 
the eastern Alps for some two hundred years, but slowly 
began to fall into disrepair towards the latter half of the 
16th century. It ceased to be a residence in 1795, and 
was purchased by a farmer eight years later, who began to 
use the site as a quarry. In 1846 the ruins were bought by 
the regional governor, and restoration work began which 
continues to the present day - making it easily the longest 
ongoing renovation project in Slovenia. Today the castle is 
the most visited tourist site in Celje with over 70,000 visitors 
per year, and is also popular with locals, especially during 
the weekends and for weddings. The grounds are entered 
from a gate in the southernmost fortifications, where 
there’s a fully-stocked branch of the Celje Tourist Infoma-
tion Office and a little further along a pleasant café. The 
central part of the site is dominated by the rebuilt Fredrick’s 
Tower and an open air theatre, which is the main venue for 
the various performances that take place during the sum-
mer long Living History medieval festival. After crossing a 
wooden bridge over the one-time inner moat, you reach the 
upper part of the castle, where most of the buildings are 
located and where you’ll find mesmerising views of the city 
below and rolling hills and valleys stretching to the alps in 
the distance. The entire grounds, including some dozen or 
more sites, are well marked with informative signs giving 
information and history in both Slovene and English. To 
reach Celje’s old castle, take the first turn south of the main 
train station passing under the tracks, cross the bridge and 
at the roundabout go right and follow the signs up into the 
hills. While many people recommend walking to the top, be 
aware that it’s a deceptively lengthy undertaking (around 45 
minutes) and the winding road is largely without pavement. 
Alternatively, a taxi is only around €4 and for our money is 
a worthwhile expense. Q Summer hours: Sun-Thur 09:00-
20:00, Fri-Sat 09:00-21:00. Admission €2, which includes 
a €1 discount at the café. Group tours start from €40 and 
last around 45 minutes.
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Alma Maximiliana Karlin
Born to in Celje in 1889, Alma Karlin went on to gain sig-
nificant renown throughout Europe as a world traveller, 
writer, poet, collector, hyper-polyglot and theosophist. 
Despite suffering from severe physical disabilities that 
hampered her ease of movement, she went on to lead 
one of the more active and accomplished lives of anyone 
in the long history of Celje.

Following the death of her father when she was eight, 
young Alma got her first taste of travelling when she was 
allowed to accompany two of her aunts on an excursion 
to the surrounding provinces of Dalmatia, Herzegovina, 
Italy, Tyrol and Bavaria. During the trip she spent hours per 
day visiting museums, galleries and other cultural centres 
and writing her first poems and short stories. She went 
on to complete her secondary school in Graz, where she 
passed exams in German, English and French, which she 
had begun studying several years earlier during a series 
of painful orthopaedic operations on her legs.
 
In 1913, she moved by herself to England to continue 
her studies at the London Society of Arts. Her weekly 
schedule, which suffice to say would put even the most 
industrious of travel writers to shame, was said to have 
included Norwegian and Sanskrit on Mondays, French 
on Tuesdays, English and Latin on Wednesdays, Danish 
on Thursdays, Italian and Swedish on Fridays, visits with 
multi-lingual friends on Saturdays and quiet Sundays 
with Spanish and Russian. Additionally, she would begin 
every morning by learning the same poem by heart in all 
the languages.
 
After graduating in eight languages after only studying for 
one year (and having a planned marriage to a Chinese man 
scuppered by her mother), Alma was forced to leave the UK 
at the outset of World War I due to her Austrian citizenship. 
She spent the war years living between Lapland in Norway 

and Stockholm in Sweden, where she decided that she would 
take up a career as a writer and travel around the world. In 
order to earn money for the trip she returned to Celje and 
founded a school for foreign languages.
 
Initially planned to last only three years, Alma set off on 
her voyage in November 1919, and finally left Trieste on 
a steamer bound for Peru. From there she travelled north 
to Panama (where she briefly worked as an interpreter at 
the newly opened canal), through all of Central America 
and on to the US, staying for a time in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco before working in at as a translator in Hawaii to 
shore up her finances. Choosing not to stay in any one place 
for too long, Alma continued her travels to Japan and east 
Asia, then down to Australia and the south Pacific islands, 
before heading to India. Her trip ended unexpectedly in 
Karachi after she received a cable from her dying mother 
requesting that she return home, and she reached Celje in 
January 1928 - meaning that she had actually spent over 
eight years on her adventure.From her return until 1934, 
Celje’s most travelled resident spent the lion’s share of her 
time organising her thoughts and recollections from her 
journey - writing widely published articles and books, and 
giving lectures throughout Europe. Somewhat abruptly in 
1934 her attention shifted to theosophy as well as studies 
of the occult. After surviving some rather harrowing events 
during the Second World War, Alma died on 14 January 1950, 
and was buried in the beautiful hilltop village of Svetina a few 
kilometres south east of Celje.
 
In April 2010, the city of Celje unveiled a life-sized statue of 
the famous traveller, suitcase appropriately in hand, on the 
pedestrian area of Krekov Trg. And many of her personal 
effects, including items she collected on her travels as well 
as over 400 postcards, can be seen on permanent display 
at the Regional Museum of Celje. Further information can be 
found at www.almakarlin.si.

World traveller, writer, poet and polyglot Alma Karlin

Likovni Salon Trg Celjskih Knezov 9, tel. (+386) 3 
42 65 162, likovni-salon@siol.net, www.celeia.info. 
A small space located on the ground floor of Narodni Dom, 
gallery is affiliated with the Celje Centre for Contemporary 
Art and holds shorter running exhibitions that are com-
monly video or mixed media and often include some kind 
of political or social commentary - especially that which 
tackles issues in Slovenia or the Balkan region. Q Open 
Tues-Fri 11:00-18:00, Sat 10:00-12:00, Sun 14:00-18:00. 
Closed Mon.

Museum of Recent History Prešernova 17, tel. 
(+386) 3 428 64 10, fax (+386) 3 428 64 11, mnzc@
guest.arnes.si, www.muzej-nz-ce.si. Over the past 80 
years or so Slovenia as a whole, and Celje in particular, 
have seen more than their fair share of political, social and 
cultural changes, and the museum does a commendable 
job of presenting its collection from that time in way that 
allows the objects to speak for themselves, rather than 
trying to make normative claims or allusions. The range 
of items on display covers virtually every imaginable facet 
of life, from professional tools and fire arms to currency 
and postcards to posters and documents to children’s 
toys and top hats. A truly fascinating look at the recent 
past. Q Open Tues-Fri 10:00-18:00, Sat 09:00-13:00, 
Sun 14:00-18:00. Closed Mon. Admission €6/3/1.5 for 
Families/Adults/Children.

Račka Erotic Gallery (Erotična Galerija) Gos-
poska 3/II, tel. (+386) 51 681 995/(+386) 3 42 65 
162, www.celeia.info. Housed in a former peepshow, 
this one of kind gallery is easily one of the most interesting 
arts spaces in Slovenia. Opened in 2005, the renovations 
of the former adult night club were kept to a minimum in 
order to preserve the atmosphere of the previous oc-
cupant. The private booths and central stage with its 
dancer’s pole have survived, as has the name Račka, 
which means ‘duck’ in Slovene. Temporary exhibitions can 
include anything from contemporary paintings to displays 
of found objects to videos to performances pieces - some 
or all of which can be quite risqué, and admission is often 
prohibited for those under eighteen years of age. Q Open 
Tues-Fri 11:00-18:00, Sat 10:00-12:00, Sun 14:00-18:00. 
Closed Mon.

Regional Museum of Celje Muzejski Trg 1, tel. 
(+386) 3 428 0950/(+386) 31 612 618, info@pok-
muz-ce.si, www.pokmuz-ce.si. Located in a beautiful 
sprawling late Renaissance palace along the river Savinja 
- making i t the unwitting star of countless panoramic 
photographs of Celje’s waterfront - the museum does 
a first-rate job of covering the region’s cultural heritage 
from prehistoric times up to World War I. The collection 
is organised chronologically, and includes archaeological 
and ethnographic as well as artistic displays. QOpen 
10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon. Admission €3.50/2 for 
Adults/Children.

Squares & Parks
City Park A-3, Partizanska Cesta. Celje’s city park oc-
cupies most of the left bank of the river Savinja opposite 
the old town, making it the best spot to snap panoramic 
photos of the buildings along Savinjska Nabrežje. The 
park itself is not overly vast, but does have a pub or three 
within the immediate vicinity and is often packed during the 
warmer months with groups of youths, dog walkers, joggers  
and the like.

Glavni Trg B-2. The main square of Celje’s old town (which 
is even the direct translation from Slovene), Glavni Trg is a 
long narrow space that increases its width as it spreads 
south from Prešernova to St Mary’s Shrine and Gosposka 
Ulica at the other end. Lined with small shops, boutiques 
and cafés, it’s one of the more atmospheric places in town 
to relax with a coffee.

Slomškov Trg B-2/3. Named after the Štajerska-born 
bishop Anton Martin Slomšek, who became the first Slov-
ene saint in 1999, this small but picture-perfect square that 
wraps around the magnificent Church of St Daniel. The only 
other building located on the square is Celje’s music school, 
which often has the sounds of students’ work pleasantly 
emanating through its windows. The square also overlooks 
the river Savinja, and is one of the more intimate places in 
the city to take in a quiet sunset.

One of the lions adorning the doors of the Church of Mary’s 
Assumption

You’ll need a wide angle lens to capture all of Vodni Stolp’s 
girth
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Business Consulting
Prana 3stil Ljubljanska 20a, tel. (+386) 59 077 
330/(+386) 51 80 73 90, info@prana3stil.si, www.
prana3stil.si.

Car Rental
Avant Razlagova 1, tel. (+386) 3 490 15 60, www.
avantcar.si.
Avis Mariborska 107, tel. (+386) 3 425 75 40, c4j@
avis.si, www.avis.si.
Avto Škorjanec Mariborska 115, tel. (+386) 3 426 
08 81, avtohisa.skorjanec@siol.net, www.avto-skor-
janec.si.
Hertz Ljubljanska 35, tel. (+386) 3 425 65 70, info@
hertz.si, www.hertz.si.
Kompas Mariborska 18, tel. (+386) 3 544 27 80, info@
kompas-rac.si.
Sixt Gosposka 17, tel. (+386) 3 49 00 526/(+386) 40 
135 000, www.sixt.com.

Cinemas
Mestni Kino Metropol Stanetova 15, tel. (+386) 31 
32 44 00, www.kinometropol.org.
Planet Tuš Celje Mariborska 128, tel. (+386) 3 424 
17 22, www.planet-tus.com.

Dentists
Andromeda Gregorčičeva 5, tel. (+386) 3 543 46 53.
Dr Gabrijela Ludvig-Zagožen Mariborska 76, tel. 
(+386) 3 491 52 20.
Dr Herman Gorenjak Ljubljanska 14, tel. (+386) 3 
548 57 00.

Exchange Offices
Menjalnica Abanka Aškerčeva 10, tel. (+386) 3 
425 81 40.
Menjalnica Abanka Miklošičeva 1, tel. (+386) 3 
425 30 70.
Menjalnica Ekopool Krekov Trg 3, tel. (+386) 3 492 
39 00.
Menjalnica Hipo Trg Celjskih Knezov 7, tel. (+386) 
3 544 21 00.
Menjalnica Stotica Stanetova 17a, tel. (+386) 3 
490 83 40.

Hospitals
Splošna bolnišnica Celje Oblakova 5, tel. (+386) 3 
423 30 00.
Zdravstveni Dom Celje Gregorčičeva 5, tel. (+386) 
3 543 40 00.

Libraries
Osrednja Knjižnica Celje Muzejski Trg 1, tel. (+386) 
3 426 17 17, www.ce.sik.si.

Pharmacies
Celjske Lekarne - Javni Zavod Uprava Miklošičeva 
1, tel. (+386) 3 425 02 00, info@ce-lekarne.si, www.
ce-lekarne.si. QOpen 07:00 - 15:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
Celjske Lekarne - Lekarna Center Stanetova 13a, 
tel. (+386) 3 425 02 60. QOpen 07:00 - 19:00, Sat 07:00 
- 12:00. Closed Sun.

Celjske Lekarne - Lekarna Gregorčičeva 
Gregorčičeva 5, tel. (+386) 3 543 46 57. QOpen 07:00 
- 18:00, Fri 07:00 - 14:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
Celjske Lekarne - Lekarna Planet Mariborska 128, 
tel. (+386) 3 490 31 56. QOpen 09:00 - 19:00, Sat 08:00 
- 19:00. Closed Sun.

Post Offices
Pošta Celje - 3101 Krekov Trg 9, tel. (+386) 3 424 
36 00, www.posta.si. QOpen 07:00 - 18:00, Sat 07:00 
- 12:00. Closed Sun.
Pošta Celje - 3107 Oblakova 5, tel. (+386) 3 423 10 70.
Pošta Hudinja Frankolovskih Žrtev 44, tel. (+386) 3 
423 10 34, www.posta.si. QOpen 07:00 - 18:00, Sat 
07:00 - 12:00. Closed Sun.
Pošta Nova Vas Bratov Vošnjakov 12, tel. (+386) 3 
423 10 64, www.posta.si. QOpen 07:00 - 18:00, Sat 
07:00 - 12:00. Closed Sun.

Swimming Pools
Hala Golovec Dečkova 1, tel. (+386) 3 428 26 
40/(+386) 3 428 26 41.
Letni Bazen Ljubljanska 41, tel. (+386) 3 547 30 10.

Tennis Centres
Hala Golovec Dečkova 1, tel. (+386) 3 543 32 11, 
www.ce-sejem.si.
Šumer Vili Cesta v Celje 2, Ljubečna, tel. (+386) 3 780 
62 22, www.sumer-sp.si.
Teniški Klub Celje Partizanska 3a, tel. (+386) 3 544 
27 06.

Tourist Agencies
Izletnikova Turistična Agencija Aškerčeva 20, tel. (+386) 
3 428 75 00, ita.celje@izletnik.si, www.izletnik.si.
Kompas Glavni Trg 1, tel. (+386) 3 428 03 00, info@
kompas-celje.si, www.kompas-celje.si.
Komptur Glavni Trg 9, tel. (+386) 3 490 01 25/(+386) 
51 33 60 90, info@komptur.com, www.komptur.com.
Palma Lilekova 5, tel. (+386) 3 428 43 00/(+386) 3 
428 43 05, info@palma.si, www.palma.si.
Relax Turizem Gubčeva 4, tel. (+386) 3 428 83 20, 
relax.celje@relax.si, www.relax.si.
Sonček Stanetova 20, tel. (+386) 3 425 46 40, www.
sonchek.com.

Translators
Didacta Jezikovno Izobraževanje Ljubljanska 20, 
tel. (+386) 3 493 00 08, fax (+386) 3 493 00 09, 
didacta@siol.net.
Lingua Service Centre Kosovelova 16, tel. (+386) 3 
492 45 30/(+386) 31 705 104.
Radaljac Vinko Mariborska 76a, tel. (+386) 3 541 
91 49.

Veterinarians
Zvitorepka Trnoveljska 2, tel. (+386) 3 490 3193. 
QOpen 08:00 - 12:00, 15:00-18:00, Sat 08:00 - 10:00. 
Closed Sun.
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At the weekends everyone is at CityCentre

Bookshops
DZS Prešernova 21, tel. (+386) 3 490 13 70, www.dzs.
si. Slovenia’s second largest bookshop chain doesn’t have 
quite the English language selection of nearby Mladinska 
Knjiga, but if you’re looking for a specific title and can’t find 
it elsewhere you may get lucky here.
Mladinska Knjiga Stanetova 3, tel. (+386) 3 428 52 
50, fax (+386) 3 428 52 55, jasna.tomc@mk-trgovina.si, 
www.mladinska.com. The Celje branch of Slovenia’s largest 
chain of bookshops is your best bet for finding English (and 
German) language reading material, including travel guides 
and maps. There are several other locations in town, the most 
convenient-located probably being at the CityCenter shopping 
mall. While they technically do special order, it’s both faster 
and cheaper to order from an online retailer. QOpen 08:00 
- 19:00, Sat 08:00 - 12:00. Closed Sun.

Fashion
Beela Trg Celjskih Knezov 2, tel. (+386) 599 21 744, 
g.offset@siol.net. A small boutique with a wide selection 
of both men’s and women’s shoes - mainly smaller designer 
brands from Italy. Worth checking out if you unexpectedly find 
yourself in need of something a little fancy for a night out or 
an important business meeting.
H & M Mariborska 100 (CityCenter), tel. (+386) 3 426 
33 50, www.hm.com. The ubiquitous Swedish fashion 
chain sells its budget- and style-conscious men’s, women’s 
and children’s clothes on two floors of the CityCenter shop-
ping mall. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, Sun 
09:00 - 15:00.
Oviesse Mariborska 100 (CityCenter), tel. (+386) 
3 490 42 92, www.oviesse.com. One of CityCenter’s 
newest occupants, the Italian fashion house tends to be 
a little more trendy and ‘urban’ than its rivals such as Zara 
and H & M, but still follows the same model of well-designed 
products at affordable prices. Located next to Big Bang on 
the ground floor. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, 
Sun 09:00 - 15:00.

Gifts & Souvenirs
Galerija Celje Trg Celjskih Knezov 9, tel. (+386) 3 713 
2300, fax (+386) 3 713 2308, info@potepuh.si, www.
darila-kogoj.com. A notch (or three) above your usual t-shirt 
and postcard gift shop, this place is a gallery in the true sense 
of the word. Featuring a selection of hand-made glass, wood, 
metal and other works by designer Oskar Kogoj, this is the 
place to come for truly original gifts and souvenirs. Of course, 
such quality doesn’t come cheap, and many of the objects on 

display range in price from ‘more than your accommodation’ 
to ‘if you have to ask how much it costs, you can’t afford it’. 
However, it’s always free to look.
Tourist Information Centre Krekov Trg 3, tel. (+386) 
3 428 79 36, tic@celje.si, www.celeia.info. The recently 
renovated tourist information centre in Celjski Dom now offers 
a small, but well-presented, selection of gifts and souvenirs 
- from the standard books and t-shirts to more original handi-
crafts and art pieces. When you enter the building, turn left. 
QOpen 09:00 - 17:00, Sat 09:00 - 13:00. Closed Sun.

Second-Hand
Komision Kocenova 4, tel. (+386) 51 424 303. If you’re 
looking for an off-the-beaten-path activity to while away a rainy 
afternoon, check out this second-hand store on a mostly 
empty side street around the corner from Hotel Evropa. There 
are several small rooms packed to the gills with the most 
random assortment of items you could possibly imagine. On 
a recent trip we caught sight of a bread maker, a birdcage, 
bicycles, antique paintings, racks and piles of clothes, a 
violet fedora, old electronics, a Simpsons-themed motorcycle 
helmet, a porcelain Elvis, a chainsaw and of course some 
German porno mags - and we were only window shopping on 
a Sunday! Definitely some good fun. QOpen 09:30 - 13:30, 
15:30-18:30, Sat 10:00 - 12:00. Closed Sun.

Sporting Goods
Hervis Mariborska 100 (CityCenter), tel. (+386) 3 490 
35 60, www.hervis.si. This large sporting goods retailer 
is located on the ground floor of CityCenter, and sells both 
sportswear and shoes, as well as equipment - including skis 
and bikes. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, Sun 
09:00 - 15:00.
Intersport Opekarniška 9, tel. (+386) 3 426 8032, 
www.intersport.si. Located in the Mercator shopping 
centre, Intersport offers a wide selection of sportswear and 
some sports equipment. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 
- 21:00, Sun 09:00 - 13:00.

CityCenter Mariborska 100, tel. (+386) 3 425 
12 50, fax (+386) 3 490 12 50, info@city- center.
si, www.city-center.si. Although its name is a bit of 
misnomer given that it’s located a couple kilometres 
north of the actual city centre, it is still easily Celje’s 
(and the region’s) premier shopping mall. Anchored by a 
massive Interspar department store, the modern mall 
is home to dozens of well-known local and international 
shops on two floors, and is the first place to visit if you 
need to buy something while you’re in town. There’s a 
small food court upstairs next to a huge jungle-themed 
children’s play area, which could be a destination in itself 
if your young ones have had enough with the churches 
and museums. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, 
Sun 09:00 - 15:00.
Mercator Center Celje Opekarniška 9, tel. 
(+386) 3 426 80 00, www.mercator.si. Not nearly 
as large as the CityCenter located a few blocks to the 
east, the Mercator Center is something of a hybrid 
shopping mall, with about a dozen and a half mostly 
smaller speciality shops complimenting a huge Mercator 
department store. Although it doesn’t boast the same 
selection, it is likely to be little less hectic than its larger 
neighbour. QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Sat 08:00 - 21:00, 
Sun 09:00 - 13:00.

Shopping Centres
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Tabor Castle

Welcome to Laško!

Arriving in Laško
Located along the river Savinja in the southern part of 
Slovenia’s Štajerska region, Laško is well-connected to the 
country’s other major cities by both rail and road. There 
are some two dozen trains per day to and from the capital 
Ljubljana to the west, and at least as many heading north to 
Celje and Maribor (although on Sundays there are significantly 
fewer options). If you’re coming by car from either the west 
or the east, simply follow the A1 motorway to Celje and then 
take the route 5 south along the river for roughly 10km. 
Alternatively, if you’re coming from Ljubljana and aren’t 
pressed for time, you can take the smaller two-lane route 108 
along the picturesque Sava River valley to Zidani Most, and 
then follow route 5 north along the Savinja from there.

Laško: throughout Slovenia and entire region of South East 
Europe, the name is synonymous with the green cans and 
bottles of the locally-produced Zlatorog brand pilsner. In 
fact, in Slovenia the word Laško has almost become the 
equivalent of beer. This in itself is no small achievement 
for a small medieval town of only some 3,600 residents. 
However, there is much more to Laško than its internationally 
renowned brewing tradition.

To begin with the town itself is one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited settlements in Slovenia, with a compact old city 
centre located in an enviable position amongst rolling hills 
and picturesque valleys that spread out in all directions 
from the river Savinja. The surrounding area is perfect for 
exploring by either bike or on foot, and long before beer 
was produced on a large commercial scale, the town was 
known for the healing powers of its thermal springs - which 
made it a favourite holiday spot of the Austrian Emperor 
Franz Joseph during the middle of the 19th century. Since 
then, Laško’s Thermal Spa has grown into one of the most 
important health resorts and tourist centres in all of Slovenia, 
with its modern hotels packed year-round with guests from 
all over the world.

Of course the highlight of the year remains beer-related, with 
some 150,000 visitors flocking to the area for the annual 
Beer and Flower Festival every summer - something like 
Slovenia’s version of Oktoberfest (only with more flowers 
and cheaper beer). All this is only a scant 10 minute drive, 
or train ride, south of Celje.
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Hotels
Savinja B-2, Valvasorjev Trg 1, tel. (+386) 59 221 
076/(+386) 70 395 226, www.savinja-lasko.si. Originally 
the site of the first Laško brewery and before that a chuch, 
the Hotel Savinja is not left wanting when it comes to histori-
cal significance. Although the rooms are not quite up to the 
ultra-modern standards of some of the competition, neither 
are the prices, and for our money it’s always nice to wake up 
in the morning and realise that you’re staying right in the heart 
of a medieval European town. The restaurant downstairs is 
also excellent. Q (Singles €45, doubles €60, suites €80).
PJA6LBK

Vila Aina Jagoče 3d, tel. (+386) 3 06 427 65, fax (+386) 
59 22 76 53, info@vila-aina.com, www.vila-aina.com. This 
small 11-room hotel recently opened its doors in the village of 
Jagoče, a little over 1km north of Laško. It’s location is ideal 
for those who would like to escape the commotion of the more 
centrally located accommodation options, but still stay within 
walking distance of the Wellness Resort and Thermal Spa 
complex. All rooms are well-furnished in a minimalist modern 
style, with warm pastels and wood furnishings, and have their 
own balconies. There are also small but well-equipped onsite 
spa facilities, and even an in-house Thai masseuse. The staff 
can arrange a variety of activities in the surrounding area, from 
fishing and horseback riding to paragliding. Q 7 rooms, 1 suite, 
3 apartments (singles €40, doubles €60, suite €100, apart-
ments €110-140). PTAUFLGBDW

Guest Houses & Pensions
Gostišče Čater Marija Gradec 34, tel. (+386) 3 734 
06 80, fax (+386) 3 734 06 81, gostisce.cater@siol.
net, www.gostisce-cater.si. This long-running family 
restaurant in the village of Marija Gradec (just south of Laško 
proper) has recently added rooms to accommodate overnight 
guests. They are modern and comfortable enough, though 
a bit on the Spartan side. The real draw here is the quaint 
atmosphere of the village, and the large garden that surrounds 
the premises, complete with a children’s playground, foosball 
and even a basketball court. Discounts are offered for groups 
and longer stays. Q 6 rooms (€20/25/30 per person with no 
breakfast/breakfast/half-board). TA6LBK

Vila Monet A/B-2, Savinjsko Nabrežje 4, tel. (+386) 82 
05 07 51/(+386) 41 435 902, fax (+386) 82 05 07 58, 
info@vilamonet.si, www.vilamonet.si. Perhaps our favourite 
place to stay in Laško, this recently opened and beautifully 
restored villa along the river Savinja has everything we look for 
in a relaxing weekend away. The rooms are elegantly furnished 
with lots of deep purples and creams, there’s a laid back cof-
fee bar on the ground floor, and the location manages to feel 
somewhat secluded despite being in the centre of town. Three 

and five-day package offers bring the per person rates down to 
little more than you would pay for a hostel bed in Ljubljana, and 
they also offer significant discounts to the Thermana Spa and 
Wellness resort. All in all there’s little not to like. Q 8 rooms 
(singles €30-49, doubles €45-75). PJALBW hhh
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Laško’s triple fleur-de-lis flag flies alongside those of the EU 
and Slovenia

Hum A-2, Trg Svobode 1, tel. (+386) 3 734 88 00, 
fax (+386) 3 734 88 30, info@thermana.si, www.
thermana.si. The smallest of Thermana Laško’s three 
hotels, Hum is conveniently located opposite the train 
and bus stations and just across the main bridge leading 
to the city centre. Recent renovations have left all the 
rooms with standard three-star comforts and ameni-
ties, and the ground floor restaurant and pub are quite 
popular with guests and non-guests alike. The prices 
include once per day use of most of the facilities at the 
thermal spa and wellness centre located roughly 500m 
away. Q 28 rooms (singles €60-77, doubles €114-134). 
PJHALKW hhh

Wellness Park Laško A-1, Zdraviliška 6, tel. (+386) 
3 42 32 000, fax (+386) 3 42 32 010, info@thermana.
si, www.thermana.si. The newest accommodation ad-
dition to the health complex in Laško, the Wellness Park 
features modern furnishings, LCD TVs and internet con-
nection in every room, plus the usual range of amenities. 
Many rooms boast balconies and some also have views 
of the river Savinja. The Wellness Park is attached to a 
new thermal centre with indoor and outdoor pools (the 
former being housed in a large retractable glass dome), 
modern sauna centre, wellness centre (massage etc.) and 
fitness centre - competitive packages for all of the above 
are available. There are also several restaurants, bars 
and cafés located in the complex including in the actual 
thermal centre and pool area. Q 188 rooms (singles 
€84-112, doubles €140-208). PTHAUFLEB�
KDCW hhhh

Zdravilišče Laško A-1, Zdraviliška 4, tel. (+386) 3 
73 45 178, fax (+386) 3 73 45 292, info@thermana.
si, www.thermana.si. Set in the grounds of a quiet park 
by the river Savinja, the Zdravilišče, literally meaning ‘spa’, 
is the pretty much the essence of comfort. Most amenities 
that one would associate with a room in a spa hotel are 
here, including bathrobe, hair dryer and mini bar. Only a 15 
minute walk from Laško town centre, the hotel is specially 
adapted for those with mobility difficulties. Note that pack-
ages are also available, with wellness services, sauna en-
trance and other programmes. Ample culinary options are 
also available on the premises, including a poolside bar and 
café. Q 206 rooms (singles €70-93, doubles €116-162). 
PTHAUFLEBKDCW hhhh

Thermana Laško

08.07 Thursday - 11.07 Sunday
Beer and Flower Festival
www.pivocvetje.com. During a modest flower exhibition 
held in Laško in 1963, the town’s innkeepers had something of 
a light bulb moment: People like beer! Hard to believe we know, 
but apparently true. Not only do people like beer, but they’ll 
use any excuse to get together and drink it - for instance, a 
flower exhibition (or more specifically, a flower festival held 
in the same town as the Slovenia’s largest brewery). Thus in 
1964, the flower festival was expanded to include a parade 
and fireworks, and by 1965 the event had already gained a 
reputation as one of the summer’s can’t-miss festivals.For 
four days every July, this tiny town of only 3,600 residents is 
transformed into something a scene reminiscent of Okto-
berfest in Bavaria - only with more flowers. Some 150,000 
visitors flock here to drink beer, listen to live concerts, drink 
beer, watch parades, drink beer, look at flower exhibitions, 
drink beer, enjoy the general atmosphere of unbridled revelry 
and of course drink some beer. The highlight of the festival 
is Saturday night, when somewhere around 60,000 visi-
tors pack the town to watch a fireworks display that lasts 
upwards of half an hour.Despite Laško’s abundance of 
accommodation options, in order to cope with the deluge of 
festival goers the city sets up a free camp site just north of 
the Thermana Wellness Resort and Slovenian Railways runs 
additional service to and from town. For more information, a 
complete programme of events and activities and photos 
of past year’s festivals check out the official website at  
www.pivocvetje.com.

11.11 Thursday - 14.11 Sunday
St Martin’s Day
various venues, www.stik-lasko.si. Traditionally the 
day of celebrating wine in Slovenia, this year in Laško the 
festivities will include a full three days of events - most of 

which will involve folk songs and ceremonies and religious 
services. The main events will take place on Sunday at 
the Aškerčeva Market stalls selling crafts and home-made 
goods and a generally fair-like atmosphere. Our senses tell 
us that there’s a good chance that a fair amount of wine 
will also be drunk.

13.11 Saturday
12th Hike Along the Former County Border
Trg Svobode 8 (TIC Laško), tel. (+386) 3 733 89 50. 
For the twelfth year in a row the Laško Mountaineering As-
sociation is organising a recreational hike in order to keep 
alive a tradition that began centuries ago. The hike is of only 
moderate difficulty and takes roughly five hours. This year the 
event also coincides with the third day of the St Martin’s Day 
festival, meaning that participation will likely be much higher 
than in previous years. Contact the tourist information centre 
for more information.

28.08 Saturday
24th Days of Old Working Traditions in Laško
Sedraž. As the name suggests, each year an event is 
organised to highlight one traditional field of work from the 
area of Laško and it’s surroundings. This year’s show is 
entitled: ‘Discover Beekeeping Heritage’ and will focus on 
the region’s long-running tradition of apiculture. The fun 
begins at 15:00.

Laško Fair (Laški Sejem) Trubarjevo Nabrežje, www.
stik-lasko.si. The first Friday of the month the municipality 
and Laško fairgrounds jointly organise a local farmer’s and 
crafts market on the Trubar Embankment. Over 50 exhibitors 
offer their wares to locals and tourists alike. The fair runs from 
08:00 - 16:00 and plenty of parking is available nearby at the 
municipality’s lot. Q 4 June 2010, 6 August 2010, 2 Septem-
ber 2010, 7 October 2010 and 4 November 2010.

One of the many parades that pass through Laško’s streets each year
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View of old town from the castle

Vitapark Zdraviliška 22, tel. (+386) 3 573 16 
10/(+386) 3 734 33 16, info@vitapark.si, www.vita-
park.si. A budget rate guest house and restaurant just across 
(or under) the road from the Thermana Wellness centre, it’s 
a great option if you’d like to visit the spa during the day 
but aren’t too keen on paying four-star prices for a bed. All 
eight rooms are located upstairs above dining area, most 
with at least partial mansard roofs and a couple with beds 
in a separate loft reached by staircases. Two well-kept clay 
tennis courts are located right next door, which can be used 
by guests for as little as €2 per hour, and bikes and trekking 
poles are also available for rent. Q 8 rooms (singles €22.50-
30, doubles €36-57.50, four-bed €72-115, six-bed €99-158). 
PTA6LKW

Apartments
Apartmaji Carpe Diem Kidričeva 39, tel. (+386) 3 
734 17 83/(+386) 31 859 640, info@apartmaji-car-
pediem.si, www.apartmaji-carpediem.si. Located a few 
hundred metres up the hill from the city centre, this large 
alpine house surrounded by beautifully landscaped grounds 
boasts three modern fully-furnished apartments and comes 
highly recommended. With individually decorated apartments 
bearing the names of local plant species and strictly adher-
ing to Feng Shui principles, it’s obvious that the proprietors 
are willing to put in the extra bit of effort to make you stay 
relaxing and enjoyable as possible. Q 3 apartments (2-
person €50, 4-person €70, 6-person €95, extra beds €15).  
PTA6LW

Turistična Kmetija Pirc Lahomšek 1, tel. (+386) 3 
57 31 455/(+386) 31 704 930, katarina_praznikar@
t-2.net, www.kmetijapirc.si. Only some 800m away from 
the Laško Brewery, this small tourist farm offers intmate rustic 

accommodation that’s still easily accessible from the city 
centre. The apartments are built in a traditonal alpine style 
with lush wood covering pretty much every square centimetre 
of floors, walls and ceilings, but still provide modern amenities 
and stylish Ikea-esque furnishings. And it’s not obligatory, 
but guests are more than welcome to get some hands-on 
experience tending to the farm’s four-legged inhabitants. Q 
T6ILBW

Sofijin Dvor Toplice 10, tel. (+386) 3 574 20 00, 
fax (+386) 3 734 63 12, info@rimske-terme.si, 
www.rimske-terme.si. Set in the lush picture perfect 
Rimske Toplice valley some 8 kilometres south of Laško, 
Sofijin Dvor is a newly rebuilt (2008) spa hotel located 
at the site of ancient roman baths. The resort is men-
tioned in the historical record as far back as 1486, and 
has been a popular tourist attraction since it was first 
modernised in 1840. Well known for its healing powers, 
over the last century and a half the resort has attracted 
its fair share of wealthy and powerful guests, many of 
whom have followed the tradition of planting a tree on 
the grounds as a token of gratitude after being healed 
- this, combined with the sheltered climate of the valley, 
has led to many exotic species taking root, including 
cypress, cedar and even giant sequoia trees. In addition 
to its 43 elegantly furnished rooms and suites, the hotel 
also boasts a modern conference centre, with special 
package offers available for participants. Q 43 rooms 
(singles €70, doubles €119, suites, €147). PHA�
R6UFLKDCW hhhh

Around Laško
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Churches
Church of St Martin A-2, Aškerčev Trg. Dominating 
Aškerčev Trg, the town’s main square, is the massive Roman-
esque Church of St Martin. It’s nine altars are all typical of the 
late Baroque style, and in total there are over 40 works of art 
depicting the images of saints, including two large frescoes by 
Vogel in either of the the domes. However, one of the church’s 
most impressive works is the carved stone lion located on the 
southern exterior wall of the chapel of St Frančišek Ksaver, 
which was originaly part of an anceint Roman tombstone, but 
modified in the 18th century to look more Baroque.

Church of St Mati Božja Marija Gradec. Located a few 
minutes’ walk south of the brewery in the village of Marija 
Gradec, the church - which looks larger than it actually is 
thanks to its position on top of a small hill - is a beautiful 
example of combined gothic and renaissance styles and is 
unique amongst Slovenia’s many churches. Until the 18th 
century local residents regularly performed a passional 
procession from the centre of Laško to the church, with the 
crucifixtaion taking place on the front steps, and the event 
is considered to be the earliest theatrical performance in 
Laško’s history.

Church of St Mihael Šmihel. Located in the scarcely 
populated hills to the west of the train station and town, 
the Church of St Mihael can be difficult to spot from below, 
especially when the foliage is at its thickest during spring and 
summer. However, if you catch a glimpse of it lit up at night, 
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Restaurants
Bezgovšek Trubarjevo Nabrežje 31, tel. (+386) 3 573 
17 04/(+386) 31 572 301, gostilna@bezgovsek.com, 
www.bezgovsek.com. A family-run and family-friendly 
restaurant in a modern building a couple hundred metres 
south of the brewery, Bezgovšek comes highly recom-
mended by locals and often plays host to weddings, 
anniversaries and other festive events. I f you’re not in 
town for a catered affair, you’ll find the menu full of typical 
Slovenian dishes (i.e. meat and potatoes) with a decent 
selection of seafood, as well as some tasty pizzas. They 
also occasionally have live music at the weekends. Q 
Open Mon-Thur 07:00-22:30, Fri-Sat 07:00-24:00, Sun 
09:00-22:00. (€4-16). PTA6ILEBS

Čater Marija Gradec 34, tel. (+386) 3 734 0680, 
gostisce.cater@siol.net, www.gostisce-cater.si. Lo-
cated just south of Laško in the village of Marija Gradec, 
Čater is a reasonably short walk from the city centre 
- although be aware that the pavement ends at the railway 
tunnel. Aside from the lower than usual prices, few people 
would likely notice if the menus here were switched with 
those at the countless other inns that dot the Slovenian 
countryside, but the atmosphere is quite pleasant and 
service genuinely friendly. There’s also a huge garden 
and children’s play area surrounding the shaded outdoor 
dining area, making it a great lunchtime choice for fami-
lies. QOpen 09:00 - 23:00, Sun 09:00 - 22:00. (€4-7). 
PTA6ILBXS

Grad Tabor B-1/2, Cesta na Svetino 3b, tel./fax 
(+386) 3 734 50 40, tel. (+386) 31 787 884, info@
gradtaborlasko.si, www.gradtaborlasko.si. For a truly 
unique dining experience hike up to Tabor Castle on the hill 
overlooking the town. Dating back to the 11th century, the 
castle was in ruins for nearly two hundred years until the 
Laško Brewery rebuilt i t in the mid-1980s. The compact 
but beautifully restorted premises are now one of the 
most popular places in the country for weddings, so it’s 
probably best to avoid visiting on Saturday afternoons. 
The food itself is actually quite well-regarded, albeit not 
exactly budget friendly, and the sweeping views of the val-
ley from the terrace more than make up for any premium 
you’ll pay. Q Open Tues-Fri 12:00-21:00, Sat 11:00-21:00, 
Sun 11:00-19:00. Closed Mon. (€6-23). PTALB

Kebapči Refik A-2, Trg Svobode 3, tel. (+386) 51 
256 674. The only place in town to get your fix of salty, 
Turkish-style shaved meat sandwiches, Refik has always 
appeared to maintain an acceptable level of cleanliness 
despite its rather ominous location on the edge of the 
parking lot at the train/bus station. I t’s here if you need 
it. Q Open Mon-Thur 09:00-23:00, Fri-Sat 09:00-24:00, 
Sun 13:00-23:00. (€2-4.50). JLNS

Pekarna Toni-Pek B-2/3, Trubarjevo Nabrežje 3. 
Keeping surprisingly long hours - especially for a small town 
in Slovenia - this centrally located bakery is a great place to 
stock up on snacks before setting off on a hiking or cycling trip 
into the countryside, or to grab a late night slice of pizza or 
burek on your way back to your hotel. QOpen 06:00 - 22:00. 
(€0.60-2). JLS

Rotovž B-2, Orožnov Trg 7, tel. (+386) 3 573 01 25. One 
of the only restaurants still operating in the heart of the old 
town, Rotovž mainly serves lunchtime fare and caters to a 
clientele of locals. Wallet friendly set menus are on offer seven 
days a week, and during the warmer months dining outside on 
the small square is quite nice. Q Open Mon-Fri 07:00-16:00, 
Sat-Sun 07:00-12:00. (€4-9). JALB

Špica A-2, Trg Svobode 7, tel. (+386) 3 734 33 30, piz-
zerija.spica@siol.net, www.pizzerija-spica.com. Likely the 
most popular restaurant in town, Špica occupies some prime 
real estate perched above the river next to the main bridge 
leading to the city centre and a short walk to the Thermana 
Laško complex on the other side of the park. Although it’s 
best known for its pizza - fired in an oven that Guadi would 
be proud of - the menu is an eclectic mix of pastas, seafood, 
steaks and even some Mexican dishes. Don’t be surprised 
to find both of its terraces completely full on warm evenings. 
QOpen 07:00 - 23:00, Sun 08:00 - 23:00. (€3.50-10.50). 
PTJA6LBXS

Aqua Roma Toplice 2, Rimske Toplice, tel. (+386) 
3 57 36 850, restavracija@aquaroma.si, www.
aquaroma.si. This smaller alternative to the its more 
upmarket neighbour Sofijin Dvor in Rimske Toplice and 
the much larger Termana Wellness resort in Laško, is a 
popular destination for families for both its outdoor pools 
and sports facilities as well as its restaurant, and there is 
also modestly priced accommodation available for those 
who wish to spend the night. The huge well-regarded res-
taurant often caters to large groups and hosts organised 
events, but serves individuals from morning till night as 
well. The menu is features a bit of everything from pizzas 
and pasta to seafood and steaks to vegetarian dishes 
and some creatively named children’s plates. QOpen 
09:00 - 23:00. (€4-15).

Sand, surf and pizza

Sample traditional cuisine at one of Laško’s many cultural 
heritage events

Tourist Information Centre Laško A-2, Trg Svo-
bode 8, tel. (+386) 3 733 89 50, fax (+386) 3 733 
89 56, tic@stik-lasko.si, www.stik-lasko.si. You can’t 
miss Laško’s tourist information centre if you’re arriving 
in town by bus or train, as the large modern building sits 
directly opposite the central stations. The centre is pretty 
much a one-stop shop on any visit to town. Aside from 
providing the standard maps and brochures, the office 
is also your best bet for gifts and souvenirs. In terms of 
services the staff arranges guides, rents bicycles and 
trekking poles, and can pretty much fill you in on everything 
you need to know about the Laško, its sights and history. 
They are also the only place to arrange tours of Laško’s 
famous brewery across town - while this is currently only 
offered to groups of 15 or more, they are planning to set 
up regular visiting hours for individuals and smaller groups 
in the near future. Q Bike rentals €3/5/7/9 for 1/3/5/8 
hours, and includes a bicycle helmet and lock.

Tourist Information it appears as if the twin towered building is floating eerily 
above the ground. Reaching the church on foot requires a bit 
of hike, but you’ll be well-rewarded by the peaceful setting and 
views, as well as the church’s ornate interior, which includes 
golden arches and some impressive stone cuttings. Follow 
the paths up the hill from either the train station or opposite 
the Thermana Wellness resort.

Jurklošter Monastery & Church of St Mauritius 
Jurklošter 24, tel. (+386) 31 528 784, www.odon.si. 
Originally the site of a 12th century Cathusian monastery, 
the initial occupants were forced to return to France not 
long after its construction, and the premises soon fell into 
disrepair. Some years later a second monastery was built 
by a provincial prince, Duke Leopold IV of Babenberg, which 
still exists in ruins today. Next to the ruins stands the parish 
Church of St Mauritius, which is run by an organisation aiming 
to promote the rich spiritual, cultural and natural heritage 
of the area, and hosts many cultural events and activities 
towards this aim. The church is located roughly 15km east 
of Rimske Toplice south of Laško. Q Open Sundays and 
holidays 14:00-18:00, and by special arrangement for larger 
groups. Admission €2.

Museums
Laško Museum B-2, Aškerčev Trg 5, tel. (+386) 3 734 
02 36, muzej@stik-lasko.si, www.stik-lasko.si. Set back 
off the city’s main square in a beautifully renovated villa, the 
small but noteworthy museum was originally opened in 1910 
in a different location. Dedicated to preserving and celebrating 
the history of Laško and the surrounding region, its collection 
is divided into three main areas: Laško throughout the course 
of time, beer brewing and spa tourism and the geological his-
tory of the area, with displays of archaeological findings and 
fossil records. Occasional exhibitions are also held. QOpen 
09:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. Admission €3/2/6 for 
adults/students/families.

The Home of Anton Aškerc Senožete 2, Rimske Top-
lice, tel. (+386) 3 573 62 98, www.stik-lasko.si. The family 
house of legendary Slovene poet Anton Aškerc (1856 - 1912) 
in the village of Senožete near Rimske Toplice is not only open 
for tourists, but actually run by the poet’s own grandnephew, 
who has turned the premises into a museum. Visitors can see 
displays of Aškerc’s work as well as some traditional furnishings 
such as a black kitchen, which were commonly used in Slovenia 
during his life. Best known for his epic poems and romantic 
ballads, the grounds and area surrounding the house have also 
been restored and are appropriately worthy of a contemplative 
stroll after viewing the exhibition.

A future participant at the Beer and Flower Festival

St Martin’s church is popular for weddings
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With its location nestled amongst seemingly endless 
rolling hills and picturesque valleys - with villages and 
churches on every hilltop and natural wonders around 
every corner - Laško is the perfect base to explore the 
surrounding countryside either by bike or by foot. The 
local tourist office has already put together a detailed 
bi-lingual guide that includes eight different cycling routes 
of varying degrees of length and difficulty, which can 
easily be modified to provide even more flexibility. The 
guide includes a description of the routes, a list of places 
of interest to be found along the way, a graph charting 
the altitude and virtually fool-proof topographical maps. 
And no need to fret if you’ve left your bike at home, as 
the tourist office hires them out at reasonable rates 
(although you may want to book ahead during the high 
season). For avid hikers there are even more paths to 
choose from, and the staff at the tourist office will be 
happy to answer any questions about routes and also 
hires out trekking poles for more arduous journeys. Q 
Bike rentals €3/5/7/9 for 1/3/5/8 hours, and includes 
a bicycle helmet and lock.

Cycling and Hiking

Squares & Parks
Aškerčev Trg (Aškerc Square) B-2. The main square in 
Laško’s old town is a bit odd both for its circular shape as well 
as its noticeable slope from north to south, but is nonetheless 
the most picturesque open space in the town. Dominated on 
one side by the massive Church of St Martin, the opposite is 
occupied by a row of old buildings containing various shops 
and residences, and a hopefully soon to be reopened beer 
hall. In the centre of the square a column topped by a statue 
of Mary sits in a small round garden.

City Park A-1/2, . Occupying the long narrow strip of land 
between along the river Savinja between the Cultural Centre 
and Thermal Spas, the city’s well-kept park is the most 
popular place in Laško for a relaxing stroll at the weekends. 
Several large white stone sculptures, mostly of abstract 
forms, give the area the appearence of a sculpture garden 
and add to the overall charm.

A day at the park

Sights
Black Bridge (Črni Most) A-2, Savinjsko Nabrežje. 
Looking like something out of a period piece horror movie, 
the aptly named Black Bridge lies along the right bank of 
the river Savinja and straddles the tiny Žikovca stream as 
i t flows into the larger waterway. Orginally built in 1923 
for commercial purposes, the covered wooden bridge was 
actually torn down after World War Two and replaced by 
a more functional - albeit much less aesthetically pleas-
ing - concrete structure. In later years the bridge was 
mercifully returned to its original appearance thanks to 
the patronage of the Laško Brewery, and is once again 
the highlight of the towns picturesque pedestrian along 
Savinjsko Nabrežje.

Tabor Castle B-1/2, Cesta na Svetino 23, tel. (+386) 
3 734 50 40/(+386) 31 787 884, info@gradtaborlasko.
si, www.gradtaborlasko.si. Perched on a small hill to the 
east of the town centre, Laško’s castle is reached relatively 
easily on foot and provides great views of the town below 
and the river valley meandering off in both directions. The 
castle was likely built sometime at the beginning of the 12th 
century, and later came under the ownership of the Counts of 
Celje, who were the region’s most powerful family for several 
generations during the 14th and 15th centuries. After being 
burnt to the ground by the Turks in 1487, the castle was for 
a time used as a camp and then left to slowly decline into 
ruins over the following two centuries. It was finally restored 
after being purchased by Laško Brewery in the mid-1980s, 
and today houses a restaurant, summer garden, wine shop 
and incredibly popular wedding hall - if you visit on any given 
Saturday you’ll like find the latter in use. Q Restaurant and 
wine shop open Tues-Fri 12:00-21:00, Sat 11:00-21:00 and 
Sun 11:00-19:00. Closed Mondays. Surrounding grounds 
open 00:00-24:00.

Laško Brewery Tour B-3, Trg Svobode 8, tel. 
(+386) 3 733 89 50, tic@stik-lasko.si, www.
stik-lasko.si. Founded all the way back in 1825 by a 
local producer of mead and gingerbread (and a tasty 
combo that is!), the brewery was originally located in 
the Valvasorjev Špital building in the city centre, which 
still stands today and is home to the Hotel Savinja. 
By far the most popular beer in Slovenia, Laško - or 
more specifically it’s flagship Zlatorog brand (which 
for those keeping track, means ‘mountain goat’ in 
Slovene and is a Czech-style lager) - is also widely 
found on menus at restaurants and pubs throughout 
the former-Yugoslav states and beyond.

For those interested in finding out more about Laško’s 
eponymous brew, tours can be arranged through the 
tourist information centre next to the train station 
(note: at the time of writing tours were only available 
for groups of 15 or more, but regularly scheduled visit-
ing hours for individuals and smaller groups were set 
to be introduced shortly). The tour includes a stop by 
the city museum, where well-presented exhibits out-
line Laško’s nearly 200 year brewing history - including 
the short-lived attempt at using water from the city’s 
healing thermal spring in the process.

After the museum, the tour moves across town to 
Laško’s state of the art facilities and one of the largest 
breweries in the region, and concludes with a requisite 
beer tasting. While our all too well-documented taste 
for drink probably makes us biased, for our money the 
Laško brewery tour easily deserves a place among 
Slovenia’s must-see attractions. Q Admission is 
€6.50 per person, and includes entrance to the 
museum, beer tasting and a small snack.

Tours

Laško’s modern brewery with nearly 200 years of 
traditions

Black Bridge on the banks of the Savinja
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Where to stay
Hotels
Park, Terme Dobrna B-3, Dobrna 50, tel. (+386) 37 
80 81 10/(+386) 31 65 88 65, info@terme-dobrna.si, 
www.terme-dobrna.si. If you can live without a few extra 
little luxuries (including mini bar), the rooms in the Park are 
a good option for a little less money, not all that different to 
those in the Vita. Also good for those who prefer something 
with a little more heritage, this one having been built at the 
end of the 19th Century. Popular with families and active 
couples, the proximity of woods, walking paths and cycling 
tracks makes for energetic breaks. Pets are allowed to stay 
here too. Located 300m from the Hotel Vita and Dobrna spa. 
Q 43 rooms (double €51, twin €47). Prices given per person 
for bed and breakfast and include bathrobe rental, unlimited 
swimming, morning gym with instructor, aqua gym and anima-
tion programme. TJHAR6LBKDC

Vila Higiea, Terme Dobrna B-3, Dobrna 50, tel. (+386) 
37 80 81 10/(+386) 31 65 88 65, info@terme-dobrna.
si, www.terme-dobrna.si. With an old manor house feeling 
to it, the Higiea villa is located a mere 50m from the Vita, 
but a little removed from the bustle associated with the 
entrance to the spa. There’s a wedding hall inside and what 
else, but a wine cellar (vinska klet) with a large collection of 
fine wines. For those who prize serenity, sophistication and 
exclusivity - yes there are mini bars in every room. Standard 
rooms are light (some are recently refurbished), superior 
rooms are decorated and furnished according to Feng shui.  
TJHALBKDC

Vita, Terme Dobrna B-3, Dobrna 50, tel. (+386) 37 
80 81 10/(+386) 31 65 88 65, info@terme-dobrna.
si, www.terme-dobrna.si. Housing Dobrna spa itself, the 
Vita is the flagship hotel here. The most modern of the four 
on-site accommodation options, you get a lot: including an 
exceptionally comfortable room (with air conditioning and 
mini bar), a la carte restaurant, hairdresser, medical centre 
with medical programmes, shop with newspapers/souvenirs 
and a children’s room. As part of the spa, there’s a health 
and beauty centre (programmes for face, body and mind), 
indoor and outdoor thermal swimming pools, children’s pool, 
whirlpool/jacuzzi sunbathing terrace and sauna land. The 
location of the spa and hotel is positively idyllic, surrounded by 
luscious forest, only birdsong emanates from around - having 
an instantly calming effect. Located just up the road from the 
centre of Dobrna.  Q 174 rooms (double: €65, twin: €61). 
PTJHARFLBKDC

Restaurants and Cafés
Bife Hudičev Graben A/B-2, Parož 4, tel. (+386) 35 
77 87 90. Sitting at the end of a scenic walking route over 
hilly countryside - on which such sights as the picturesque 
Saint Nicholas’ church, mansion Dobrnica: Gutenek (formerly 
an old brewery) and its ‘ice cave’ (for storing beer) - ‘Devil’s 
gorge’ tavern makes a good finishing point for an active 
day trip. In terms of food, you’ll find homemade cold cuts, 
a la carte dishes, vegetarian food and desserts, served in 
a traditional house or garden at the front. Picnics can also 
be arranged. Located in the smaller village of Parož, north of 
Dobrna along the Dobrnica stream. QOpen 12:00 - 22:00. 
€8-19.50. TA6ILB

Dnevni bar Arlič B-4, Pristov 6, tel. (+386) 41 56 66 
22. This pleasant ‘daily bar’ and garden terrace serves the 
usual wide range of liquid refreshments. Groups of up to 25 
are taken and parties can be arranged. It’s located beside 
the Dobrnica stream, close to the main road south of the 
village. A popular stop-off point for passers by, it’s equally 
nice to take a walk from the spa. QOpen 08:00 - 23:00.  
LNB

Koren B-4, Pristova 11, tel. (+386) 37 81 81 50, fax 
(+386) 37 81 81 51, gostilna.koren@gmail.com. A 
heady mix of modern with traditional awaits at this gostilna 
(pub/restaurant). The interior of the yellow conventional style 
building has been renovated with high-standard furnishings 
and relatively neutral, modern decor. Alpine music pervades 
at an agreeable volume and pictures of old houses and 
churches hang on the wall. The slightly long wait on busy 
afternoons, due to its popularity for special occasions, is 
more than made up for with the excellent local food (try the 
beef with berry sauce and scallop). Find it at a junction with 
the main road, just south-west of Dobrna, by a petrol station 
(but with views across open fields). QOpen 09:00 - 23:00. 
€8.50-19. PAULB

Lovec B-3, Dobrna 25, tel. (+386) 41 06 56 13 
7/(+386) 35 77 80 80. The traditional Slovenian kitchen 
at this big old house serves up hearty local dishes in the 
centre of the village. Especially popular with families and 
Italians (presumably not necessarily mutually exclusive), at 
weekends. Although the interior is not exactly inspiring, look-
ing rather dated, nothing is lost in terms of cuisine (very tasty), 
and their pavement terrace comes alive in the summer. Good 
for a change of scenery if you’re staying at the spa (Terme 
Dobrna), just a five to ten minute stroll away, on the same 
road. QOpen 07:00 - 23:00, Mon 07:00 - 16:00, Sun 07:00 
- 22:00. €4-17. JNB

Sightseeing
Church of the Assumption B-3, Dobrna. These days 
the central building of worship in Dobrna, the Church of the 
Assumption used to be the centre of numerous pilgrims. 
The current baroque church was built on the ruins of a previ-
ous one in 1844. The arch is covered by Tomaž Fantoni´s 
frescos and inside the church there are three marble 
headstones preserved, among them those of Matija and 
Margareta Gačnik - two important descendents of Dobrna´s  
nobility.

TIC Dobrna, Dobrna 1a, tel. (+386) 37 80 10 64, 
tic@dobrna.si, www.dobrna.si. Named after a local 
resident and farm owner, Ana’s trail takes two and 
a half hours of moderate walking and is suitable for 
families. From the center of Dobrna, the trail leads past 
the romantic Ružička Villa (1876) and the 17th-century 
Dobrnica Manor with its Baroque facade to the Knajp 
spring. From the Ledenice Cave, ascend beside the 
waterfalls of the Drenovec stream toward the clearing 
for picnics.On the way you can sample the homemade 
salami, see the old blacksmith’s shop at the Marovšek 
farm and check out the “black kitchen” at the Šumej 
farm. In season you can also pick some mushrooms 
along the way. The beekeeper’s house, ostrich farm, and 
the Gothic Church of St. Nicholas are also worth taking a 
break for. At the end, take in the magnificent panorama 
from viewpoint bench.

Ana’s trail

slovenia.inyourpocket.com

Dobrna is essentially half quaint village, half modern tourist 
centre. The former consisting of typical buildings to be 
found in picturesque villages - including the lovely church 
- the latter by virtue of the natural warm mineral spring. 
Dobrna spa - whilst being the primary reason for most 
visits to the town - is by no means the end of the story. The 
preservation of ethnological homes and the old way of life 
is something absolutely beautiful - visit one of the several 
tourist farms to come face to face with history: traditional 
methods of food preparation and the slow pace of life 
where everyone knows everyone, ensuring that they always 
have enough to eat and a full glass. 
Outside the villages, the Dobrna catchment area has been 
well endowed in terms of nature; pristine forests pervade 
and tall hills rise up to the north of the town - to be con-
quered and explored by active walkers and cyclists. 
Come to Dobrna for any of the above reasons, but above 
all for health.

Tourist Information Centre Dobrna 1a, (+386) 37 80 
10 64, tic@dobrna.si, www.dobrna.si

Municipality Občina Dobrna, Dobrna 19, (+386) 37 
80 10 50, obcina@dobrna.si

The Dobrna panorama

Accordion and folk heritage event Hiša kulturne 
dediščine, tel. (+386) 41 84 42 61. Held at the 
location of the Polenek collection (see galleries), this 
folk music event celebrates over 50 years of accordian 
heritage, for the whole month of August.
Day of traditional customs Hiša Kulturne 
Dediščine, tel. (+386) 37 80 10 64, tic@dobrna.
si, www.dobrna.si. A chance to view the traditional 
customs of tradi tional local events at a house of 
heritage in Dobrna, exhibiting ethnographic artifacts 
aplenty. Date and time: 27 June at 15:00. Organiser:  
ZTŠK Dobrna
Glasbeno kulturno poletje Dvorana Zdraviliškega 
doma Dobrna, tel. (+386) 37 80 10 64/(+386) 37 
80 81 10, tic@dobrna.si, www.terme-dobrna.si. 
The ‘summer of music and culture’, running from the 
second half of June, throughout July and August and into 
September, sees many concerts from local musicians 
(and the odd foreigner) and every instrument imaginable 
is present - from piano and violin to accordian and harp. 
It’s all held in a hall at Dobrna spa.
18 June: Velenje big band orchestra - 8pm
25 June: Atanos duo, accordian and harp - 8pm
2 July: Katarina Kobal, Aljaž Vesel, Miha Nagode. Piano 
etc. - 8pm
9 July: Irena Kobal, piano - 8pm
16 July: Tomaž Lorenz, violin and Alenka Šček Lorenz, 
piano - 8pm
30 July: Ljubljana cello trio, Matija Lorenz, Stane Demšar, 
Edvard Adamič - 8pm
6 August: Izidor Erazem Grafenauer, guitar - 8pm
13 August: Pegasus (Greece) - Jannis Vagenas, vocals, 
harp, flute, cello - 8pm
20 August: Irena Kavčič, flute, Tommaso Lonquich (Italy), 
clarinet - 8pm
27 August: Trio GUD. Gregor Dešman, piano, Urša 
Pavlovčič, cello, Dejan Gregorič, violin - 8pm
3 September: David Pavliha, piano - 8pm
10 September: String quartet Rožmarinke - 8pm
Hike along the slopes of Dobrna Dobrna, tel. 
(+386) 41 76 33 62/(+386) 51 34 92 47, pd@
dobrna.si, pd-dobrna.webs.com.  A hike organised 
by Planinsko Društvo Dobrna (Mountaineering Associa-
tion), among the slopes of the municipality, in which you 
can see monuments of soldiers. It’s guided by Francis 
Horjak. Departure point is in front of the municipality 
office in the centre of the town. Difficulty: easy. Date 
and time: 5th June at 8am
Hike to Štrukljev vrh Dobrna, tel. (+386) 
41 76 33 62, pd@dobrna.si, pd-dobrna.webs.
com. Hike to the highest peak in the Dobrna mu-
nicipality, Štrukljev Vrh (humorously translating as 
‘top dumplings’), this time with Irena. Difficulty: easy.  
Date: 3 October
Milling and ethnological Sunday Vovk Mill, 
Lokovina 36, tel. (+386) 41 76 99 84. Date: 5 
September.
Music festival: Night under the chestnut 
trees Dobrna, tel. (+386) 37 80 10 64, tic@dobrna.
si, www.nocpodkostanji.si. Noč pod kostanji (night 
under the chestnut trees) is Dobrna’s biggest popular 
music festival. 2010’s event consists of performances 
from the following artists: DJ party, Foxy teans, Tra-
montana, M2, Tanja Žagar. You tube all of the above 
mentioned and then come along for the party. Date: 
20-21 August 2010

Events

Zdraviliški dom
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Kačji Grad B-3/4, TIC Dobrna, Dobrna 1a, tel. (+386) 
37 80 10 64, tic@dobrna.si, www.dobrna.si. Built in 1257 
and meaning castle of snakes, Dobrna castle - Kačji grad 
still stands in ruins on a hilltop above the nearby village of 
Lokovina. Also named Kačnik, after its 17th Century owner, Sir 
Matija Gačnik (curiously), it was long the centre of the nobility 
of Dobrna. It’s 3km west of the town centre, or a 30 minute 
walk. Q Free of charge.

Mansion Gutenek C-3, Dobrna 19, tel. (+386) 37 80 10 
50, obcina@dobrna.si, www.dobrna.si. Previously called 
Gutenek, this grand mansion was built in the 17th Century 
and later sold to one Franz Anton von Kolowrat Leibsteinsky 
(1851). The man with the exceptionally long name had a vi-
sion, changing it into a brewery - one of the oldest in Slovenia. 
It lies on a popular walking route, Ana’s trail, 2km east of 
Dobrna. Q Free of charge.

Polenek’s Ethnology Collection B-3, Terme Dobrna, 
tel. (+386) 41 84 42 61, polenek.joze@gmail.com, www.
dobrna.si. Old trade objects and artifacts of cultural heritage 
have been preserved by local collector, Jože Polenek and are 
on display here at the spa in Dobrna. Larger groups need to 
prearrange their visit. QOpen , Fri, Sat 15:00 - 17:00, Sun 
10:00 - 12:00.

St. Nicholas’ Church C-3, Župnijski urad Dobrna, tel. 
(+386) 37 81 80 72. Having survived Turkish invasions and 
Protestant proselytisation, Saint Nicholas’ Church was first 
mentioned in 1567. However, experts estimate it as much 
older, placing it at the very beginning of the 1500’s. The south 
facing exterior wall features something very interesting and 
unexpected, the in-built headstone of a Roman soldier, Aurelio 
Victor, form the 3rd Century.

Tourist farms

Beekeeper Krulec B-3, Klanc 86a, tel. (+386) 
35 77 82 35. When it comes to honey and honey-
related products, you name it - Ivan Krulec has it! The 
whole spectrum of apicultural products is here, from 
liquor and propolis to candles and conserve. Call to 
prearrange a time before heading up there. Situated 
in Klanc, to get there follow the road through the spa 
complex and continue, eventually turning right. Q By 
prior arrangement.

Picnic place Marovšek C-2, Brdce nad Dobrno 2, 
tel. (+386) 31 25 96 36, branko.brecl1@gmail.com, 
www.piknik-marovsek.si. Somewhat more than a ‘picnic 
place’ than we imagined, this is actually more like a rustic 
summer house in a converted barn with a big old bread 
oven, grill and long wooden tables. Situated amongst the 
pastures of the higher ground above Dobrna, with cows 
grazing all around, it’s an ideal location to spend quality 
time with family and friends. Seating up to 100 people, 
they prepare local traditional food, organise hiking tours, 
business picnics, weddings and local live music. To get 
here head north-east from Dobrna into the hills, through 
the village of Zavrh nad Dobrno, until you reach Brdce nad 
Dobrno. Q ILB

Pri Minki B-3, Klanc 29, tel. (+386) 35 77 83 33. 
Friendly hosts Matevž and Minka make this tourist farm-
house well worth a visit. As with all these kind of attractions, 
it’s the people that make it special. They serve home-made 
dishes and snacks, in two large rooms (one for 35 persons, 
the other for 15-20). Outdoors there are lovely views of 
the mountains and a vineyard. From the centre of Dobrna 
head past the spa complex, continue straight on then turn 
right when you reach ‘klanc’. For groups please arrange 
beforehand. Q TB

Šumečnik A-1, Strmec nad Dobrno 11, tel. (+386) 
35 77 86 17/(+386) 41 85 66 22, www.kmetija-
sumecnik.si. The emphasis here is on food - with some 
of the best home-made cuisine in the area. Typical dishes 
are served, such as venison goulash and mushroom soup. 
The bread is of course home-baked and they prepare 
a traditional Slovene cake: Prekmurska Gibanica - ‘over 
Mura moving cake’ - Mura being the main river in Prek-
muje (hence the name). Outside you’ll be delighted by pure 
countryside; the house is surrounded by hills and there’s a 
seven metre-high waterfall located just beside the house, 

providing a welcome soundtrack. Up to 30 guests can 
be accommodated in kmečka soba (rustic room), the 
same number again can use lovska soba (hunter’s room) 
and there’s more space (plus a swimming pool) outside. 
There are five bedrooms for longer stays. To get here from 
Dobrna, drive up into the hills, first northwest, then north, 
through Parož and eventually on to Strmec nad Dobrno. 
 TILNKDC

Šumej C-2, Brdce, tel. (+386) 37 80 10 50, obcina@
dobrna.si, www.dobrna.si. The farm that time forgot 
is an appropriate name for this one, located in the quaint 
village of Brdce nad Dobrna (above Dobrna). Life literally has 
stood still here for near on 300 years, preserving the simple 
way of life of the comparatively poor villagers. Inside the 
original construction, itself more than 300 years old, you 
will be hit with a blast from the past - the authentic black 
kitchen, originally used for smoking meat, is accompanied 
by the sights, sounds, smells and tastes of old cottages 
in Slovenia, inspiring a unique-bygone-feeling at least for 
a little while. Visits need to be arranged beforehand with 
the tourist information centre (TIC) Dobrna.

Vovkov Mlin A-3/4, Lokovina pri Dobrni, tel. 
(+386) 35 89 01 94, vovkov.mlin@gmail.com. The 
400 year old mill, one of many in this particular valley, lies 
beside the Temnjaški vrelec stream. Having served the 
needs of the local aristocracy and bourgeoisie through 
the years, firstly the lords of snake castle (Kačji Grad), 
then the lords and farmers of Novi Grad - it has now 
been restored to i ts former working status and the 
production of flour continues once more, but this time 
mostly for the benefit of visiting tourists. Located three 
and a half kilometres from Dobrna, about a 50 minute 
walk. Prior arrangement is necessary.

Vrba, ostrich farm B/C-3, Vrba 17, tel. (+386) 41 64 
87 55. Don’t come here to see an ostrich bury its head in 
the sand! Contrary to popular belief, our largest feathered 
friends do not actually do that. Anyhow, you can come to 
see them roaming around and how they eventually become 
lunch, if that’s what does it for you. Tours of the farm are 
given, ostrich specialities are served and ostrich eggs 
(the biggest of any bird) are sold. You can also practice 
archery or rifle shooting whilst your kids have fun on the 
playground. Please arrange prior to visiting. Q By arrange-
ment. T6ILB

With just over 2100 inhabitants, the Municipality of Dobrna is 
famous for its healing spring and its rich cultural and natural 
heritage witnessed by numerous villas, manors, castles, spa, mills, 
tourist farms, churches, waterfall, parks, a variety of flora. Dobrna 
paths are an excellent combirnation of relaxed walking and biking 
on the flat and hilly terrain. Dobrna is a place that fascinate and 
cannot be forgotten. 
… Where the body and soul rest… is a combination of adrenalin, 
health, relaxation and recreation…

Public Institute for Tourism,
Sport and Kulture Dobrna
Dobrna 1 a, SI - 3204 Dobrna
Tel.: 00386 (0) 3 780 10 64
E-mail: tic@dobrna.si

The Municipality of Dobrna
Dobrna 19, SI - 3204 Dobrna
Tel.: 00386 (0) 3 780 10 50
E-mail: obcina@dobrna.si

Dobrna
…more than 600 years of feeling good

www.dobrna.si
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Terme Dobrna d.d.,
Dobrna 50, SI - 3204 Dobrna
t: 00386 (0)3 78 08 110
f: 00386 (0)3 78 08 111
e: info@terme-dobrna.si
www.terme-dobrna.si

Accommodation in hotels:  
Hotel Vita****, Vila Higiea****,   
Hotel Park***
Medical centre
Swimming pools with healing   
thermal water
Catering
Massage and beauty centre
Sauna land
Sauna studio Tisa
Wine cellar
Business tourism
Sports park
The spa park

More than 600 years of feeling good

Spa
Spa Centre B-3, Dobrna 50, tel. (+386) 37 80 81 
10/(+386) 31 65 88 65. The original spa centre, dating 
back to 1624 houses the central thermal spring and has 
healed well do visitors for hundreds of years. Old marble 
baths are located in several halls (Karl May, Hoyos, Napo-
leon). Oxygenated water, high in mineral content, invigorates 
and heals skin and joints. There’s a large hall here also, for 
conferences, seminars, concerts and wedding receptions. It 
is 300m away from the Hotel Vita.

Terme Dobrna B-3, Dobrna 50. Dobrna’s main attraction 
for visitors, the spa (terme) boasts an almost ancient 600 
year history. Since then it has grown into a large complex, 
sprawling amongst the forest and parkland of a lush valley 
in the middle of Štajerska. Virtually everything imaginable in 
terms of spa and wellness services can be discovered here: 

honey massage, ayurveda anointments and an ‘ice-room’ 
in the sauna land - to name but a few that made our visit 
that bit special. In addition there is: an exhaustive range of 
preventative, curative and relaxing treatments on offer at 
the medical centre; wellness services (massage, hair care, 
sauna, mineral baths and pools); therapies including Feng 
Shui and Wu Wei (which we didn’t try); business facilities 
and even a wedding service.  In terms of accommodation, 
four fairly diverse options are available: the Vita (classy and 
modern), Higiea Vila (picturesque and serene), the Park 
(less expensive and pets are allowed) and Spa Centre (the 
oldest - 1624 - and grandest). Gastronomically speaking, 
there’s an ample choice of places to eat quality cuisine 
(three of the four hotels - Vita, Park, and Spa Centre).  Surely 
a relaxing and invigorating break just waiting to happen. 
QOpen 09:00 - 21:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 - 23:00, Sun 07:00 
- 21:00. Times given for the pools and sauna land. Various.  
PTJHALBKDC
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Novi svet Ivenca 18, tel. (+386) 37 81 20 93. Lo-
cally renowned restaurant and pizzeria, ‘New world’, serves 
sea food, trout, a la carte dishes and of course pizza (the 
latter being especially delicious). The service is quick 
and the staff friendly. Eat on the terrace at the front if it 
happens to be summertime, otherwise the dining room is 
typically Slovenian, not really justifying its pilgrim father-like 
name. Located in the next village along the northbound 
main road from Vojnik, Ivenca. QOpen 08:00 - 22:00, 
Fri, Sat 08:00 - 23:00, Sun 09:00 - 22:00. €4.80-21.  
AULBS

Urška Keršova 4, tel. (+386) 37 80 07 04. One of 
the very few bona fide ‘restaurants’ in Vojnik and named 
after every third or fourth elderely woman in Slovenia, 
Urška specialises in steaks of the humongous, T-bone 
variety. In addition, you’ll also find fish, pork and veal on the 
menu, and Budvar beer to quench your thirst (in addition 
to local brands: Union and Laško). The area at the front 
houses a terrace under the roof of an old barn, with pretty 

rural views of rolling hills and forests - the farmhouse feel 
indeed pervades throughout. Subject to generally posi-
tive reviews, Urška is situated on a back-road behind the 
biggest church in Vojnik, follow the signposts from the main 
thoroughfare. QOpen , Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 11:00 - 22:00, 
Fri, Sat 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. €8.50-22.90.  
JAILB

Sightseeing
Bezenšek’s birth-house Frankolovo, tel. (+386) 51 31 
58 41, obcina@vojnik.si, www.vojnik.si. Anton Bezenšek 
(1854-1915), a famous Slovene linguist, journalist and cul-
tural ambassador to Bulgaria - came from a little village near 
Frankolovo (Bezenškovo Bukovje), a few kilometres north of 
Vojnik. Among his biggest achievements was the invention 
and adoption of shorthand for south Slavic languages - and 
the publication of a language learning book for German using 
a modern methodology. His birth-house, now a cultural monu-
ment, is open for tours by prior arrangement.

Tourist farms

Goršek Lipa 9, Frankolovo, tel. (+386) 34 90 71 
70/(+386) 41 74 65 63, grajska-klet.gorsek@siol.
net. The first thing to be said about this place is the 
sheer beauty of the views. Standing 570m above the 
village of Frankolovo (7km north of Vojnik), i t attracts 
many of those at the beginning or end of a long hike 
into the mountains nearby and also visitors to Rogla ski 
centre and the spas at Dobrna and Zreče. The house 
is open on Friday, Saturday and Sunday without prior 
appointment, but the amazing ‘mistress’ of the house 
- Hilda Goršek - accepts visitors any day of the week, 
providing it’s pre-arranged. The aforementioned lady 
is a machine, preparing about 3000 loaves of award-
winning home-made bread per week, to be distributed 
as far as Ljubljana (apparently renowned among gov-
ernmental politicians). In addition, the farm has lots 
of livestock: cows, pigs, goats, sheep and chickens, 
from which Hilda prepares great meals and cured 
meats. Wash that down with home-made brandy, wine 
or delicious organic apple juice and you’ll be ready for 
more food (trust us - that’s a cycle that can continue 
for a very long time!) Other specialities include štruklji 
(pastry commonly with cottage cheese), potica (rolled 
sweet bread with walnuts) and horseradish. No, the 
smiley, curly haired mother of the house, Hilda, doesn’t 
stop there - she also gives cooking courses! rop by 
in the right season to help wi th the harvest, be i t 
corn or grapes - or prepare the home-reared meat.   
TH6ILEB

Slemenšek Razgor 16, tel. (+386) 35 46 14 14. 
This charming tourist farm and guest house - also going 
by the name of ‘open door’, offers traditional home-made 
meals, plus snacks (including their locally acclaimed 
cured meats), for groups. The farmhouse itself is typi-
cal, lovely and situated atop a hill, with excellent views 
of Celje and the surrounding area. Fishing and country 
walks are also organised by Olga and Avgust, the hosts 
- all by appointment of course. Again the weekends 
(Friday afternoon until Sunday) are when they most 
appreciate visits, although it’s always worth asking if 
you’re planning a trip during the week. Located in the 
village of Razgor, conveniently close to Kaja and Grom 
ranch, making it a great choice for families with a plan of 

visiting the ranch, or indeed those interested in castles 
(see Stari Grad - old castle in Celje).

Soržev mlin Polže 1, Nova Cerkev, tel. (+386) 37 
81 25 42. Standing in the beautiful village of Polže 
beside Nova Cerkev, itself relatively unchanged in the 
last 100-150years, Soržev mill is no less than 700 
years old! Furthermore the enchanting watermill is still 
working, grinding grain (buckwheat, corn, spelt and rye) 
into flour - which is bagged and sold - the whole process 
being completely ecological and organic. Guests can 
buy the flour, try the rustic home-baked bread and cook 
with fruits and vegetables from the farm. There’s also 
a Venetian saw, built in 1872 and powered by the larg-
est old paddle-wheel of its kind in Slovenia. Aside from 
work, the mild mannered yet warm host, Oton, looks 
after guests in the miller’s house exceedingly well. The 
simplicity of his hospitality is very refreshing - you’ll find 
home-made brandy and organic fruit in your apartment 
- and you’ll wake up to a hearty breakfast (with eggs from 
his own chickens) and pleasant conversation about the 
mill’s history, tales of hiking in the surrounding hills and 
life in general. I t’s truly wonderful that a place such as 
Soržev Mlin can still exist in this modern, urban, hyper-
active age - an ethnological and cultural gem.  To get 
here, drive north from Celje, through Vojnik - after 800m 
turn left at the main road to Dobrna - then continue until 
you reach Nova Cerkev (about 3km). The house is also 
a good base for skiing at the nearby Rogla ski centre. 
Q One bedroom apartment: from €34 Two bedroom 
apartment: €66. TILN

Vineyard Cottage Pohole  Konjsko 13, tel. 
(+386) 35 77 25 80. No prizes for guessing what the 
main attraction is here. The good stuff (wine, that is) 
is sold in their shop, including Pinot, Rhenish, Rizling, 
Chardonnay and Kerner. Dried and cured meats are, as 
always, never far away - and also home-baked bread 
makes its customary appearance as soon as any guests 
arrive. The farmhouse is open without appointment 
from 14:00-17:00 on Saturdays, but i t’s still advis-
able to check prior to turning up. Other days (including 
weekdays) visits can be arranged by calling the host, 
Ivan-Edvard Podgoršek.

A lot has changed since Hochenecke castle was first 
recorded in 1164, one of the original fortifications ensuring 
the security of the area (then Austro-Hungarian ‘Styria’), 
and subsequently nurturing the prosperity of its arts and 
crafts culture. The latter, in fact, is still thriving today - the 
locals enjoy singing, playing music and producing art (see 
Piros Gallery). The close knit community is bound also by 
a love of mountaineering (not to mention good pubs); the 
Savinjske Alpe (Savinja Alps) are not far away and the im-
mediate landscape already feels like the beginning (or end) 
of the largest European mountain range. Deep green fir 
trees apparently signal weary hikers to take a break here, 
in this thoroughly homely and good natured municipality. 

Municipality: Občina Vojnik, Keršova 8. (+386) 37 80 06 
20. obcina@vojnik.si

Tourist Organisation: (+386) 35 77 22 02

Arriving
From Ljubljana, head east on the A1 motorway. At the Celje 
(centre) junction turn right instead of left, heading north, 
away from the city. Continue straight ahead for 10km until 
you reach Vojnik. The old centre is on the left hand side 
(also straddling the road) as you enter the town, after you 
pass the parish church on the right, St. Bartholomew.

Where to stay
Guest House
Okrepčevalnica, Prenočišča in Trgovina Nova 
Cerkev 28, tel. (+386) 35 77 22 02/(+386) 41 76 
34 05. Basically a guest house, shop and snack bar all 
rolled into one - this place is the meeting place in the 
quaint, picturesque village of Nova Cerkev (translating as 
‘New Church’). Along with cold snacks, all kinds of drinks 
and ice cream, you can get a room, should you need one. 
It’s as simple as that really! Located on the main road in 
the centre of the village. Note that it’s closed on the first 
Sunday of each month. QOpen 08:00 - 22:00. Closed 
Mon. LBS

Restaurants and Cafés
Bistro and Pizzeria MC Celjska 3, tel. (+386) 35 77 
29 85. Somewhat ironically without a DJ or MC of any kind, 
in fact this eatery features a car-wash at the rear (bizarrely). 
It’s surely at its most popular on warm Sunday afternoons; 
the ice-cream bar and sheltered terrace making attractive 
prospects. A wide range of tasty pizzas - from farmhouse 
to seafood, are served in the usual manner - on plates 
too small for their satisfying circumference. The interior 
décor indistinct, at least the staff are friendly and helpful. 
Located on the main road north from Celje, in Vojnik, at the 
junction with the road to Dobrna. Finally, yes we did say 
that this place has a car-wash attached, the price for this 
unlikely service: €6.50. QOpen , Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 11:00 
- 22:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 - 23:00, Sun 12:00 - 22:00. €5-10.50.  
PTALBS

Dnevni bar Krčma Pod Gradom Lemberg 13, tel. 
(+386) 37 81 80 30/(+386) 41 79 44 24. Our frontrun-
ner for ‘most literally named venue’ in Celje In Your Pocket, 
Pod Gradom actually means ‘below the castle’, which is of 
course where it’s situated - at the bottom of a cliff in a village 
called Lemberg, on the Dobrna-Vojnik road. It looks like a 
restaurant, but only liquid refreshment is available apparently. 
Stop by for a coffee or cold drink and watch the world go by 
from the outdoor terrace. Groups are welcomed, music can 
be provided and there are 3 separate rooms - presumably 
meaning it has potential as a party place. The interior is 
typically rustic and alpine-looking. QOpen 08:00 - 22:30, 
Fri, Sat 08:00 - 01:00. LEB

Gostišče Bojana Frankolovo 9, tel. (+386) 37 80 16 
00. You’re hit with a unique ambience when you enter this 
inn/restaurant, the decor being somewhat baroque - hence 
you feel like a Celje count when you dine here. The menu is very 
broad and quite exotic for these parts, featuring such notables 
as ostrich, crocodile and even snake. House specialities and 
a la carte dishes are also available. Groups of up to 80 can 
be accommodated here, dining in style. Located a short drive 
north of Vojnik, in the pretty little village of Frankolovo. QOpen 
07:00 - 22:00. AL

Jelž Celjska. This laidback local café bar offers coffee by 
day and beer by night, both at very reasonable prices: 90 
cents and €1.80 respectively. Attracting a lively mix of locals, 
Jelž (no translation) keeps you entertained with a jukebox, 
dart board and table football. Here the evening hours will 
surely fly by, providing you’re in the company of those with a 
half decent taste in music (the Macarena happened to be 
playing during our visit). Situated on the main road, with a 
decked terrace, in the old centre of the town. QOpen , Mon, 
Tue, Wed, Thu, Sun 07:00 - 22:00, Fri, Sat 07:00 - 23:00.  
TJNB

Vojnik old town - St. Florian’s church, the fire station and 
you can just about see the local pub - village life at its most 
charming
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It would be too easy just to say Štore = steel factory - end 
of story. But that wouldn’t quite be accurate. There are 
lots of typical picturesque Slovenian villages spread over 
a wide area (28.1 km2): no major tourist attractions here, 
just peace, quiet and nice hilly scenery. The first settle-
ments in the area were on the hills rising out of the Vogla-
jna valley, in the 6th Century. Much later, the iron and steel 
industry grew out of its strategic location and abundant 
raw materials, but nowadays most of the buildings have 
been cleared, making the area that bit prettier once again. 
A nice day- or half-day trip.

Municipality: Cesta XIV. divizije 15, (+386) 37 80 38 40, 
tajnistvo@store.si, www.store.si

Arriving
To get to Štore, take the same route into Celje, then leave 
by the main road east. Continue straight and pass through 
Slance and Teharje, you will then see the big steel factory 
on your right. You have arrived!

Where to eat
Okrepčevalnica Koko Cesta XIV. Divizije 27. By the 
train station, adjacent to Buco bakery, this fast food outlet is 
a nice pit-stop if you’re passing through on a tour of the area. 
Burgers, hotdogs kebabs are all served up from a new hut. 
Meal deals are great value, for example: €3.50 for a kebab 
and bottle of soft drink. S

Pekarna/Slaščičarna Buco Cesta XIV. Divizije 32. 
One of the few venues in Store itself, this bakery/cake shop is 
conveniently located by the train station, in the centre. Expect 
to find bread, pastries, cakes and burek on offer, at very cheap 
prices. A good option for a quick breakfast, or for stocking up 
if you’re staying in the surrounding countryside. QOpen 05:00 
- 20:00, Sat 05:00 - 12:00, Sun 07:30 - 12:00. JS

Picikato Teharje 21, tel. (+386) 35 41 10 10, www.
rr-vel.si/it/picikato/sl. A thriving pizzeria and Italian res-
taurant, Picikato occupies a large house at a junction on the 
road east from Celje, towards Store. Upon entrance you’re 
greeted by agreeable decor: terracotta tiled floors, light 
walls and vaulted brick ceilings. In all of the sprawling rooms, 
home-cooked Italian food is served, specialities including 

‘domaci’ (home-made) gnocchi and Tuscany ravioli. With a 
kids menu offering meals from cartoon favourites (includ-
ing Garfield no less), it’s great for families on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons. There’s a spacious outdoor terrace (80 
seats) and function room (80 seats) for conferences and 
special occasions. QOpen 11:00 - 23:00. €4.90-18.80. 
PTHAILBS

Prehrana Tuli Cesta XIV. Divizije 4, tel. (+386) 37 80 26 
70/(+386) 40 30 32 35, prehrana.tuli@siol.net, www.
prehrana-tuli.si. Both a catering firm and restaurant; Pre-
hrana Tuli is open a mere four hours per day from Monday to 
Friday. The good news is that, if you do make it during opening 
hours, you’re likely to be pleasantly surprised - the quality of 
the food being exceptional. They prepare between 800-1000 
meals daily, mostly for distribution to local companies, but 
also to be served in their own dining room (jedilnice) and for 
special occasions. Located on the right hand side of the main 
road from Celje, before you reach the centre of Store. If you’re 
in the area at the weekend, Picikato restaurant is nearby, as 
are many other options in Celje itself. QOpen 09:00 - 13:00. 
Closed Sat, Sun. PHALK

Sightseeing
Church of St. Florian Svetli Dol. Sitting on higher ground 
than the church of St. John the Baptist, this one owes its name 
to the patron saint of firemen - Florian. It’s located in the village 
of Svetli Dol, five or six kilometres south of Štore. No doubt 
pretty to look at, it’s worth paying a visit just to see what a 
really small and typical village in Slovenia looks like.

Church of St. John the Baptist Šentjanž nad Storami. 
This church in the village of Šentjanž offers a great vantage 
point from which to admire the Celje valley. Its bell tower 
represents a high point in these parts. To get here, head 
south from Štore on a minor road, passing through Laška 
vas pri Storah.

Maria of Seven Sorrows’ church  One of four churches 
in Vojnik (that’s about one per two thousand people), Maria (or 
Mary) of Seven Sorrows is the highest, with a hilltop position 
and fantastic views across the valley, Vojnik and Celje. This 
church is special, with good reason - it houses one of the old-
est organs in Slovenia, steeped in history and tradition. Built a 
few hundred years ago, it still blasts out those hymns at soul-
shaking volume. To get here, follow a side road westwards 
from the main road in the centre of the town, this should wind 
around to the left, climbing to the top of the hill.

Piros Gallery Globoče 15, tel. (+386) 37 81 40 
30/(+386) 31 79 83 80, joze.zlaus@siol.net. Pay a visit 
to somewhere the tradition of local art is kept alive. The 
suitably eccentric Jože has housed his spacious studio in a 
former barn, part of a farmhouse in the village of Frankolovo, 
6km north of Vojnik. As the surrounding peaks such as 
Konijška Gora (horse mountain), popular with hikers - are an 
undeniable inspiration, so his work continues, only interrupted 
by weekend visitors and cultural events (for example, choir 
singing). Offerings to visitors inspired by his own creations, 
those of others and lots of old maps/memorabilia - include 
souvenirs, home-made products and graphics. The ‘Valvasor’ 
printing press, according to Jože himself, works better than 
the original. Q By prior arrangement

Planinsko Društvo Celjska 23a, pdvojnik@gmail.com, 
sites.google.com/site/pdvojnik/. Another very important 
part of the community here, the mountaineers association 
(Planinsko Društvo) binds the citizens of Vojnik through organ-
ised hikes (of which there are at least one or two per month), 
parties and celebrations in their newly built house, on top of a 
hill (don’t be too surprised) not far from the town. It’s especially 
touching to see how much their new headquarters bind the 
people of Vojnik in unity, most of the town having made some 
contribution to the building work. The fixtures and fittings 
inside even have the names of the resident from whom they 
came and there’s a commemorative picture of the collective 
effort and plaque full of names, quite a lovely sense of collec-
tive effort and sharing. For the current list of hikes and events, 
see their web-page or call.

St. Bartholomew’s church The parish church of St. 
Bartholomew (Sveti Jernej in Slovene) stands proud, set 
back from the main road on top of an adequate mound. A 
grand size, the building itself is the third to have been built 
in this place (over 100 years ago), older constructions hav-
ing been destroyed. The elegant interior is very impressive 
- if you decide to take a look, make sure you’re quiet during 
Mass-time (all of which are in Slovene).

Balloon Flights
Balloon Club Talcev, tel. (+386) 37 81 20 
66/(+386) 41 63 08 92, www.baloni.net. There’s 
literally no better way to see the beautiful countryside 
than by balloon. During your peaceful panoramic flight 
you can take photographs, film or just absorb the won-
derful views of Vojnik, Celje and the surrounding hills 
and mountains. Flights can be arranged 365 days of 
the year. Balloons can also be rented for events. Q By 
prior arrangement Flight around Celje and surroundings: 
€100 per person

Flight from another location in Slovenia: €120

Flight over the Julian Alps: €250.

Horse Riding
Ranč Kaja in Grom Petkovec 59, tel. (+386) 34 
27 01 18/(+386) 41 63 98 22, fax (+386) 34 27 01 
19, aron@siol.net, www.ranckajaingrom.com. Close 
to Vojnik and Celje, hidden in the hills and forest, is a very 
special ranch. ‘Kaja and Grom’ is home to eleven or so 
horses, a couple of friendly dogs, three cats, a pair of 
sheep, a pig, two peacocks and a peahen, a guinea-fowl 
and her husband, a pair of goats and lots of roosters and 
hens - not to mention Andrej, Darja, Manca and Aljaž (the 
exceptionally friendly family of humans). 

Once you’ve met all of the two and four legged residents, 
there’s lots to do. Horse riding lessons are offered for 
beginners, advanced riders and children, as well as trail 
riding, tours and ‘TTEAM’ and ‘TTOUCH’ seminars about 
connecting with the animals. The philosophy of love 
and respect at the ranch is really something beautiful 
- only after you get to know the horses, their language 
and behaviour, will you be ready for your first ride. Other 
offerings include children’s birthday parties (3-4 hours 
of brushing, feeding and leading the horses), archery, 
kindergarten/school programmes (half-day, full-day or 
several days of meeting dwarves, treasure hunting, 
exploring nature, discovering bugs, visiting the farm 
animals and meeting the horses). 

If you or one of your kids happens to fall in love during 
your visit, but you don’t have adequate space or the 
enormous amount of time and commitment for a horse 
of your own - then you can become an ‘uncle’ to one of the 
horses at the ranch, though not to either ‘Kaja’ or ‘Grom’, 
the original residents (horse and dog, respectively) back 
when this lovely home was set-up.

Leisure

Svetina village Svetina. Being proclaimed as the 
most beautiful hill village in Slovenia in 2004 was no 
small feat, what with the sheer breadth of that category 
of award. Anyhow, it’s the highest place in the Štore 
municipality - featuring the Gothic church of St. Marija 
Snežna (Mary of snow). The cemetery of another nearby 
church, St. Križ, is the final resting place of famous world 
traveller and writer, Alma Karlin. The surroundings of 
Svetina are suitable such outdoor pursuits as hiking, 
cycling and skiing.

Svetina

Nova Cerkev
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•  Modernly planned three-star hotel
(70 beds; double and dorm rooms)

•  Restaurant (90 seats, local culinary 
specialties)

• Wellness (2 saunas and 2 jacuzzis)

Fill your summer day with:
•  Hiking
• Cycling
•  Paragliding 
• Summer tubing
•  Experience our excellent summer 

sledding - BobKart 
•  Adventure park
• Climbing
• Mini ZOO

Fill your winter day with:
•  Skiing (a small ski resort with 2 ski 

lifts, length: 600 m)
• Snowboarding
• Sledding 
• Skiing school

+386 (0) 41 718 274
+386 (0) 41 389 420 
+386 (0) 59 070 400
Fax: +386 (0) 5 70 90 410
e-mail: info@celjska-koca.si

www.celjska-koca.si

little peace of heawen
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Thermana is my World

Stunning exterior, contemporary accommodation, unforgettable 
pleasures in the thermal pools and wellness centre, new congress cen-
tre, exceptional cuisine – and this is only the first impression.

We meet the expectations of guests who want to experience a life of 
glowing health, beauty and personal satisfaction. The entire hotel is 
arranged to ensure a comfortable stay even to those with restricted 
mobility.

We have a long tradition of quality cuisine and hotel accommoda-
tion. You will certainly be impressed by the new image with bright, 
comfortable and elegantly furnished rooms and communal areas.

Thermana d.d., Zdraviliška cesta 6, 3270 Laško, Slovenia
Info.: +386 (0) 3 423 2100, info@thermana.si,

www.thermana.si
N 15° 23.222´, E 46° 16.169´

A town hotel 
with elegance

A tradition 
of health and 
well-being

I am spoiling 
myself…


